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Welcome to the sixteenth issue of The StAndard, a 
groundbreaking issue in many ways with a focus on a
new era for St Andrews on the local and global scale.  

From St Andrews to Zambia, we look at the University’s impact 
on the lives and culture of those near and far.  From improving 
the lives of those less fortunate than ourselves to enriching 
lives closer to home, we highlight a number of projects 
spearheaded by staff and students of the University of 
St Andrews.

Wherever you are when you read this, it can’t be much farther 
from Zambia, where six colleagues from the Department & 
Exercise and Student Support will spend the summer in a life-
changing visit working with local children.  For the first of two 
features on the University’s current dedication in helping two 
impoverished nations, turn to page 51.  

Changing lives is something already achieved by the 
University’s Malawi project, which pledges 100 new doctors 
for the area.  For both the University’s perspective and a more 
personal reflection on how the initiative has enriched the lives 
of both Malawians and St Andreans, turn to pages 52 and 9.

Closer to home, this issue’s front cover features ‘Peter Pan’ 
in St Andrews - one of the central productions in this year’s 
groundbreaking student Arts festival, On The Rocks.  Entirely 
the work of our own students, the event highlights a well-
known fact about St Andrews – our students really know how 
to make their own entertainment.

The festival cemented a busy six months in the University 
diary, and followed two major installations of our new 
Principal and Rector.  Even before the University witnessed 
the historic installation of its first female Principal in March, 
no-one can have failed to have noticed the impact Dr Louise 

Richardson has made since her arrival at the beginning of 
the year.  Turn to pages 11-13 for a more in-depth look at her 
initial impressions and plans for the future of the University as 
it prepares to enter its 7th century.  

Meanwhile, the Special Collections team have unearthed 
some gems in this issue’s backgrounder on University 
House – with renovations to include accommodation and 
entertainment quarters, future guests of the University will 
be following in some illustrious footsteps.  Turn to page 48 
for the full story behind the building that will become a focal 
point in the University’s efforts to draw in support for its 600th 

anniversary.

Meanwhile, congratulations to its next door neighbour, MUSA, 
the University’s official museum which opened its doors 
to the public last November – at the last count, they had a 
phenomenal 10,000 visitors in the first five months.  With 
the upcoming launch of the 600th campaign, the Museum’s 
showcase of the University’s vibrant history couldn’t be more 
relevant for locals and visitors alike.

Talking of ancient history, those of you who spotted the flurry 
of activity surrounding works in the grounds of Castlecliffe 
might be interested learn more about the mysterious human 
remains unearthed by workmen.  Read on for this and more 
of the usual digest of talented and busy colleagues, highlights 
from around town and gown and a round up of what’s 
happened so far in 2009.

Finally, for those of you paying attention, there was no March 
issue this year – from this year, two bumper issues a year will 
appear in your pigeonholes; a summer issue in June, and a 
winter issue in November.  Suggestions for possible content 
are welcomed as always at magazine@st-andrews.ac.uk or 
by post to the address on the inside cover.
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Would you like to put yourself or 
a colleague in the hot seat?  
Email us at 
magazine@st-andrews.ac.uk 
with your suggestions.
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In the hot seat 
(of learning)

NAME:  Alex Cooper 
 

POSITION: Athletic Union President 
 

LAST GOOD BOOK – Generation Golf,  by Florian Illies; a critique of those 
who grew up with the iconic VW Golf in Germany. 
 

FIRST RECORD BOUGHT – German Bundesliga Fan Hits - mildly 
embarrassing, I know. 
 

TOP HOLIDAY DESTINATION – Sailing around the Greek Islands, only to 
be rivalled by skiing in the Alps! 
 

HAPPIEST CHILDHOOD MEMORY – Spending an entire flight from 
take off to landing in the cockpit as my seat had been double-booked. 
It turned out that my mother was transporting a wedding cake for her 
sister in my seat. I think I got the better end of the deal.
 

IDEAL MEAL – Shrimp and Grits: Creole soul food, spicy shrimps and 
bacon served with creamy grits, something a bit like buckwheat. 
 

MOST PRIZED POSSESSION – My University Boat Club tie, unwashed 
since first year! 
 

CHILDHOOD AMBITION – I really wanted to be a doctor, but soon 
realised that I was absolutely useless at anything vaguely scientific. I also 
remember desperately wanting to drive a Volvo cabriolet. The Volvo I 
have, but I have not found a way to remove its roof without destroying it. 
 

FAVOURITE LOCAL HAUNT – Depends what I want really. Drinks in the 
window seat in the Oak Rooms, a good ale from the Central. At this time of the 
year sitting out in the Westport beer garden is very agreeable. However, when it 
comes to a quick lunch, Gorgeous on Bell Street wins hands down. 
 

FIRST LOVE – A red Matchbox fire engine. At some point this annoyingly got lost but was soon replaced by a Matchbox silver car 
transporter. 
 

ALL-TIME FAVOURITE FILM – Animal House for light-hearted entertainment. Jean de Florette for sheer film-making and story-
telling genius. Gérard Depardieu in a very unconventional role! 
 

CURRENTLY PLAYING ON STEREO – Recently bought a 60s Ska compilation which is taking its turn with The Best of Cream, a bit 
of Chaka Khan and Hard House. 
 

THE PERFECT WEEKEND – Perfect weekend at the moment is a moderate lie in, relaxed breakfast and doing something different 
from the weekly routine: cooking a big dinner party, clay pigeon shooting, playing a gig with Soul Food Café! 
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NAME: Gill Plain

POSITION:  Professor of English 
Literature and Popular Culture

LAST GOOD BOOK – A Paragon 
of Virtue by Christian von Ditfurth. 
This was the most absorbing 
crime novel I’ve read in ages, and 
one of the few novels I’ve ever 
read that convincingly depicts 
academic anxiety. The protagonist 
is a German historian who can’t 
finish his habilitation thesis… 
Alternatively, Black Swan Green 
by David Mitchell. A stunning 
evocation of the early 1980s.

FIRST RECORD BOUGHT – It was 
either Rat Trap by the Boomtown 
Rats, or Roxanne by the Police. I’m 
not sure which came first.

TOP HOLIDAY DESTINATION – Heat is essential and, if money were no object, I’d have a villa on the Amalfi coast in Italy. But, 
in terms of simple relaxation and repeated pleasures, the top destination has to be our friends’ garden in Orléans. We sit there, 
sipping the aperitif in the evening sunshine, surrounded by old fruit trees and miraculously hidden from the surrounding city.  

HAPPIEST CHILDHOOD MEMORY – I’ve always thought childhood a bit overrated, so I struggled with this one. In my mind 
everything has turned into a faded ‘70s photo and assumed an air of gentle melancholy. But I do remember being thrilled when 
West Ham won the 1980 FA Cup final. Other than that it’s a toss-up between leaving school and arriving at university.

IDEAL MEAL –  There has to be champagne, and I’ve put some effort into working out what goes with fizz (Chinese food is a 
pretty good option). But, if I have to cook it myself, then I think it would be rare steak, with steamed green beans and a glass of 
something French and red. And the location – well, that garden in Orléans would do nicely.

MOST PRIZED POSSESSION – My father’s Parker 51 fountain pen.

CHILDHOOD AMBITION – Showing an astounding lack of originality, I wanted to be an actress.

FAVOURITE LOCAL HAUNT – I’m actually pretty fond of my office. The School of English overlooks the sea, and I have a window 
seat. It’s a much more peaceful place to eat ‘Northpoint’ soup than the café itself – which might otherwise be my favourite haunt.

FIRST LOVE  – Virgil Tracy  – pilot of Thunderbird 2.

ALL-TIME FAVOURITE FILM – The Way to the Stars (Anthony Asquith, 1945), or maybe Ice Cold in Alex (J Lee Thompson, 1958). 

CURRENTLY PLAYING ON STEREO –  I listen to music in the car, and currently it’s Musique à Grande Vitesse by Michael Nyman.

THE PERFECT WEEKEND – A city. Doesn’t matter much which one, so long as it has certain basic amenities and good travel links, 
so I can meet up with my partner. At least a glass of perfectly chilled champagne on Friday evening, to confirm the onset of the 
weekend. A very lazy Saturday morning. Read a novel, café lunch. A long leisurely walk, an art gallery. Food and wine. Match 
of the Day. On Sunday, repeat lazy morning, factoring in chocolate at some point. Another long walk and a trip to the cinema. 
Return home by means of some magical device that allows you to get to St Andrews without having to visit an airport, a bus 
depot, a railway station or get stuck in traffic on the Forth Road Bridge.

PEOPLE
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NAME: Mike Mulreany

POSITION: Media Services Technician

LAST GOOD BOOK – Re-reading E Annie Proulx’s 
The Shipping News once again. 

FIRST RECORD BOUGHT – The Planets suite by 
Gustav Holst.  I got it from Woolies in Lochee, 
Dundee in the old 405 lines days. The first CD 
I bought, Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. A 
couple of years ago my son Myk suggested I listen 
to a band I might like - Pink Floyd. Stood the test 
of time obviously. 

TOP HOLIDAY DESTINATION – Never been one 
for lying on a beach. Surprised an old mate by 
turning up on his 40th birthday treat to New York. 
January 2001. We’d booked a table at Windows on the 
World restaurant in the North Tower of the World Trade 
Centre. Booked it a year beforehand and still didn’t get a 
window seat. Initially slightly disappointed but due to a 
mix up ended up being moved there after our first course. 

HAPPIEST CHILDHOOD MEMORY – My dad arriving home 
with a wee puppy sticking its head out of his jacket pocket. 
Nice surprise. Tanya my mum named her. Underwent an 
operation for cancer at 14 years old, recuperated and got a 
new lease of life for a few more years. 

IDEAL MEAL – It has to be the traditional Sunday roast, 
always been an important occasion in our family homes and 
Tracey and I have carried this tradition on. Kids nearly always 
appear, dragging boyfriends/ girlfriends/ mates along. Sitting 
round the dining room table with the special crystal, you get 
the picture. Tracey normally takes charge of the cooking on 
Sunday – if I did it it wouldn’t be Sunday dinner, more like a 
midnight snack. I generally do the evening meals through the 
week and on Saturdays. I really enjoy cooking but tend to be 
an unreconstructed Keith Floyd swigging wine throughout the 
process.

MOST PRIZED POSSESSION – This question makes you think. 
Do I say it’s my BMW K1200RS widowmaker? Be predictable 
and say wife and kids? In 2001 we moved back to Dundee and 
initially stayed with my eldest sister Trudy (there are four more 
sisters) and husband Ally. Trudy was diagnosed with cancer 
and we nearly lost her, terrible time. She made a full recovery 
and we are very close now. Ally has somehow managed to 
develop Motor Neurone Disease. So I reckon Trudy and Ally are 
pretty well most prized. 

CHILDHOOD AMBITION – Wanted to be an architect but my 
Dad – an electrical engineering consultant – had heard about 
these new computer  things and persuaded me down that 
line, electrical and electronic engineering and microprocessor 
studies. Used to be able to do maths in hexadecimal. Thank 
goodness I fell into broadcast TV. 

FAVOURITE LOCAL HAUNT – Has to be the bench between 
the 1st tee and 18th hole of the Old Course. I try to visit most 
lunchtimes, sometimes have to hang around menacingly 
till the bench is vacated. Sitting there I often think back to 
my surroundings when working at TVC in Shepherds Bush. 
Dreadful, what a way to live. 

FIRST LOVE – I asked my kids about this, they suggested 
the BBC. Brilliant when Greg Dyke was in charge. My job was 
launching new services for BBC Broadcast (Now Red Bee 
Media), as I left we were playing out 79 channels, running 
iPlayer and doing all the red button stuff too. All I’ll say is that 
when the BBC is gone you’ll miss it too.

ALL-TIME FAVOURITE FILM – Dark Star directed by John 
Carpenter, just made it to a theatrical release in 1974. 
Memorable soundtrack, Benson, Arizona. 

CURRENTLY PLAYING ON STEREO – That’ll be the iTunes 
“Dad’s playlist” on Paula’s laptop plugged into a 26 year old 
amp. Could be anything from Duffy to Bob Dylan to Louis 
Armstrong and, much to the family’s chagrin, Tom Waits. 

THE PERFECT WEEKEND – Saturday Kitchen in the morning, 
Saturday afternoon supporting Harris RFC, Dundee High 
or Morgan, depends who’s playing at home. Afterwards to 
Mennies in Dundee with my son and his mates, chat to old 
team mates from Dundee Veterans Rugby Club (aka The Pot 
Bellies). Last time I played I needed an injection of morphine, 
wonderful stuff. Sunday - either Munro bagging or re-visiting 
my favourite Buachaille Etive Mor, always with a posh picnic 
on the summit and perhaps a wee bottle of bubbly shared 
with friends. Or out for a run on the aforementioned bike, 
Tracey on pillion, with fellow members of Tayside Advanced 
Motorcyclists. Be careful out there.



PEOPLE

5

On the starting block
In this issue, The StAndard welcomes Brian Kennedy, Rhona Frood, Corinne Pickering and 
Andrew McKinlay to their new posts.

Brian Kennedy
Risk Adviser
Environmental Health and Safety Services

Ayrshire-born Brian joined the University in February this year from the 
Glasgow office of global corporate insurance broker Willis, where he was 
Director of Risk Management. 
 

Brian, who studied business administration at the University of Strathclyde, joined 
Willis as a trainee 15 years ago.  Initially working on major clients such as Volvo Truck 
and Bus and Glasgow District Council, Brian took the 'sink or swim' decision to move 
into risk consultancy.  It turned out to be a risk he wouldn't regret - Brian soon worked his way up the company, spending most of 
his time providing risk advice and accreditation to the NHS, even managing to set aside time to obtain an MSc in Risk, Crisis and 
Disaster Management from the University of Leicester. 
 

Latterly, Brian was Willis’ lead consultant on the property loss control programme for Scottish and Southern Energy plc that 
included the enviable duties of regular week-long tours of hydro power stations in 'witheringly beautiful Highland locations'. 
Throughout that period, Brian continued to work with the NHS but also won some interesting ad hoc projects such as the 
evaluation of strategic risks relating to Glasgow's hosting of the Commonwealth Games in 2014. 
 

Moving to work in St Andrews was largely down to Brian’s decision that it was 'possibly time to try something closer to home', 
noting that having already been at a world class organisation, he had 'no intention of trading down'. 
 

Over the years Brian developed an interest not only in the organisational aspects of risk, but also individual decision-making 
and risk perception. On society's current attitude to risk, he believes that, "We have an increasing social paranoia regarding risk. 
It's driven by fear and rooted in instinct, but fuelled by the scramble for media circulation, political interests and commercial 
opportunity". 
 

Of his new position, he commented, "At the University we try to take a rational, evidence-based approach which deals with real 
concerns and takes account of risks and benefits in equal measure." 
 

So far, Brian hasn't been disappointed with the sense of variety and unpredictability in his new workload, with the only 
'downside' being a 'fast-developing penchant for fudge doughnuts'. On the plus side, Brian delights in some of the University's 
hidden gems such as hearing musical practice sessions at the Younger Hall, which he notes 'definitely beats the diesel rumble of 
the Maryhill bus.'

Rhona Frood
Space Planning Manager
Estates

Describing herself as ‘truly blessed’ to be able to live and 
work in St Andrews, Rhona joined the University on 
1 September 2008.

Rhona studied Interior Design at Napier University in Edinburgh 
and once qualified she went straight to work for a design 
company in Glasgow specialising in Cruise Ships. 
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Edinburgh, Rhona and her family 
finally made the move back to Fife in 
2004 where she set up a business as a 
freelance designer. Rhona worked as a 
home based interior designer offering 
services to private clients and local 
business from August 2005, so she was 
keen to return to an office environment 
when the position with Estates was 
advertised.

She commented, “I had spent three 
years self employed and working in 
isolation with only Spud my border 
terrier for company!  Initially I was 
looking forward to working as part of 
a team and having an office to go to 
each day where I could bounce ideas off 
other like minded professionals.”

Rhona had previously provided 
design services to the University on a 
Consultancy basis, including an interior 
design scheme for the refurbishment of 
Lower College Hall, so therefore had an 
idea of the variety and scope of work on 
offer here.

“The job advertised seemed to combine 
all of my previous experience in to one 

She explained, “It was a dream job 
specifying lavish furnishings and 
materials with very lavish budgets.  
Sadly I was made redundant during 
the credit crunch of the time and 
went to work for The Parr Partnership 
(Architects) in Edinburgh.”

There she specialised in Commercial 
Office design and Space Planning 
working on large scale office 
developments within the Micro-
Electronics industry for companies such 
as Sun Micro Systems, Digital & Hewlett 
Packard.  

Following a career break around the 
births of her two children Calum and 
Amy, Rhona returned to full time 
work as Lead Designer for Standard 
Life working from the headquarters 
in Edinburgh. Her main task was to 
develop design guidelines and space 
standards for the organisation – similar 
to her new role with the University of
St Andrews. 

Having been brought up in Glenrothes 
and after many years of working in 

role – space planning and management, 
a bit of interiors, furniture specification, 
etc so I was extremely keen to apply.”  

Rhona’s initial first impressions are that 
there are many new challenges and 
projects to get stuck into.  She said, 
“There’s a lot to do! I have had a hectic 
six months and my feet haven’t yet 
touched the ground.” 

Rhona is currently working on the 
strategic planning for the Town Centre 
moves as well as the detailed space 
planning for the Burgh building. The 
development of space standards and 
planning guidelines is also high on her 
agenda.

She concluded, “In addition to this I am 
on call to help Schools or Units with 
any space issues they may have such as 
finding room for new staff or student 
facilities or simply looking to make 
better use of their current space.  

“This is one of my main challenges at 
the moment – to make better use of the 
space we have in order to meet the ever 
growing demands on it.”

Corinne Pickering
Executive Officer
Office of the Principal

Enticed by the prospect of working 
abroad, of a new country to explore 
and many people to meet, Corinne 
Pickering relocated to the post of 
Executive Officer in the Office of 
the Principal in January 2009.  “I 
had travelled to 20 countries,” she 
commented “and I could not pass up 
the opportunity to make Scotland my 
21st!”

Born in Bangkok, Thailand, and raised 
in Newton, MA (just outside Boston) 
Corinne’s academic background is 
wide-ranging, varying from a degree 
in International Studies at Emory 
University in Atlanta, an MA in Political 
Science & International Relations
from Northeastern University in Boston, 
to Spanish Language and Culture at 
the University of Salamanca in Spain 
and Political Science & Art History at 

the University of Amsterdam in the 
Netherlands.
 

While studying at Emory University, 
Corinne worked for three years with 
President and Mrs Carter’s press 
secretaries in The Carter Center’s Office 
of Public Information. Although she 
cannot remember a time when she was 

not interested in international affairs, 
it was this experience that led Corinne 
to focus her studies on human rights 
issues around the globe, particularly 
during periods of ethnic political 
conflict. In addition to working in the 
Office of Public Information, she was an 
intern in the Center’s Conflict Resolution 
Program. 



PEOPLE

7

Andrew McKinley
Science Communicator
School of Physics and 
Astronomy

Andrew joined the University at the 
beginning of the year in a new post 
aimed at taking science from the 
School of Physics & Astronomy out to 
the public.

Taking up the role of Science 
Communicator was a ‘natural step’ 
for Belfast-born Andrew, who had 
developed a passion for working with 
the public during his PhD.

Andrew came to St Andrews straight out 
of completing his PhD at the University 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, in which 
he investigated the photophysical 
properties of dyes bound to DNA, 
including photoactivated DNA damage 
and electron transport in DNA.  
Although retaining an interest in 
his research, it was during his time 
at Newcastle that Andrew became 
increasingly involved with outreach 
activities.

He explained, “Alongside my PhD 
studies, I visited schools, hosted school 
visits at the University and participated 
in RSC (Royal Society of Chemistry) 
events and those run by the Salters 
Trust.  I found it a great experience to 
involve myself with the public, and it 
was gratifying to find that the public 
were, in general, as enthusiastic to meet 
real scientists.”

Attracted to both the opportunities 
to work with schools and the public 
and the reputation of the School’s 
Optical Trapping Group, Andrew arrived 
keen to start and full of new ideas for 
developing material to take out the 
public. 

“The opportunity of running, 
developing and maintaining the 
outreach activities was one that I didn’t 
really get the opportunity to do when 
I was simply volunteering to help out 
with outreach while studying for my 
PhD.  I was also excited to be working 
alongside the Optical Trapping Group; 
although my PhD was in photophysical 
chemistry, I had come across 
publications and had become very 
interested in their work.  

Despite initially finding St Andrews to 
be ‘rather small and claustrophobic’, 
Andrew has quickly become 
accustomed to it and now ‘quite 
enjoys the quieter pace of life outside 
work’.  And of course he has found his 
new colleagues to be ‘welcoming and 
friendly’. “Part of what makes this job so 
special is the opportunity to work with 
such a wide range of people – and this 
number will only increase as time goes 
on!” he commented.

Corinne explained, “Staff and interns 
monitor many of the world's armed 
conflicts to better understand their 
histories, the underlying causes, the 
primary actors involved, disputed issues, 
and efforts being made to resolve them. 
Throughout my time at the Center, it 
was inspiring to see the Carters as active 
participants in the Center’s initiatives, 
setting a high standard by their own 
example. President Carter was the 2002 
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.”

Following college, Corinne worked 
in Washington, DC with People for 
the American Way, an organisation 
dedicated to the pursuit of equality, 
protection for freedom of speech, and 
freedom of religion and other first 
amendment rights. She said, “While 
earning my graduate degree, I worked 
for Physicians for Human Rights. PHR 
was founded on the idea that “health 
professionals, with their specialised 
skills, ethical duties, and credible voices, 
are uniquely positioned to investigate 

the health consequences of human 
rights violations and work to stop them. 
PHR was a 1997 co-recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize.”

Corinne held various positions around 
Harvard University, including the 
Harvard International Office, before 
landing at the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study. “At Radcliffe I worked 
with Dr Louise Richardson, and I’m 
waiting for the day when she wins a 
Nobel Peace Prize!” she joked.

“I have had the privilege of working 
with the Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
since 2004, when she was Executive 
Dean of the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study. Upon meeting her 
it was clear she had the makings 
of a University president/principal,” 
continued Corinne.  “I find it difficult 
to convey how supremely capable 
she is as an administrator, how utterly 
charismatic she is as a leader, and the 

depth of her knowledge as a world class 
scholar. To continue to work with Louise 
was definitely appealing!”

Having been “awestruck” by the 
generosity and kindness of strangers 
since arriving in Scotland, Corinne is 
enjoying the experience immensely. 
“I often stare wide eyed and mouth 
agape at the breathtaking scenery and 
stunning architecture. I find it difficult 
to grasp the concept of old when “new” 
is quite often older than the United 
States.”

Corinne is looking forward to the 
challenges ahead. She concluded, “I 
always enjoyed the public relations 
and development and research sides of 
my job at Radcliffe, and the position of 
Executive Officer allows me to perform 
these functions on a larger scale, 
particularly as St Andrews prepares to 
celebrate its 600th Anniversary and meet 
the challenges of the next 600 years.”
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University cataloguer sets out to break ‘novel’ record
Not many people would challenge themselves to reading a book a day for a year, ‘just for 
fun’, but that is exactly the target Library worker Anne Wilcox set herself late last year.

Anne, who works full time for the 
University as a cataloguer (currently 
seconded to Periodicals), was already 
aware she was, by any standards, a ‘fast 
reader’, but it wasn’t until she realised 
she could easily read a whole book 
in one day that she came up with the 
novel idea.

The StAndard caught up with Anne 
when she was roughly halfway through 
her self-inflicted challenge, at that point 
on book number 159 and about to 
wade into an E F Benson comedy. When 
asked how on earth she does it, she put 
it quite simply, “Some people think it’s 
a good idea, while others wonder how 
I could possibly do it; some people run 
marathons… I just read fast.”

She came up with the idea one night 
when she realised she could easily 
read a couple of hundred pages in an 
evening, and thought it would be ‘good 
to try for a year’.

Though her husband, Pete, a technician 
at Psychology and a keen reader 
himself, often jokingly accuses her 
of ‘not reading them properly’, Anne 
doesn’t skim read and enjoys the detail 
of each and every piece she reads.  

Although her favourite type of book 
is a ‘crime thriller’ such as anything 
by Harlan Coben or Jeffrey Deaver, 
or comedies of manners such as the 
‘academics behaving badly’ books of 
Alison Lurie, Anne always finds time to 
dip into the classics, commenting, ‘you 
never run out of them’, and delights 
in coming across books she has ‘never 
heard of’. She doesn’t restrict herself to 
novels either, occasionally turning to 
poetry (though she concedes poems 
can take longer to read than novels if 
she wants to try to understand them 
too!) and the odd comic.  In fact, the day 
before meeting up her book of choice 
was a new compilation of the old Jackie 

annual.  “I basically read everything,” she 
commented.

So far, the avid reader has ploughed 
her way through books on papercraft, 
ragged trousered philanthropists and 
suicidal bunnies, only recently not 
quite keeping to the ‘book a day’ rule; 
probably due to her wish to ‘not just 
read short stories’.  Her list of ‘authors 
read so far’ include Irvine Welsh, George 
Orwell, P G Wodehouse, Kate Atkinson, 
Alexander McCall Smith, Robert Louis 
Stevenson and a little bit of Spike 
Milligan thrown in for good measure.  
One name that frequently pops up 
on the list is a ‘cranky but loveable 
sleuth’ called Agatha Raisin, who 
takes her place alongside Mediaeval 
warrior Beowulf and Anthony Burgess’s 
delinquent Alex DeLarge.

As she remembers, it was the 616 
page Poisonwood Bible that enforced 
a change of tactic, instead taking her 
several days to plough through (though 
as she comments, it was ‘well worth 
it’).  As a result, Anne will stick to her 

commitment of reading 365 books in 
365 days, and she remains very much on 
course, catching up on lost days when 
possible to remain on track.

She tries to keep things topical too, 
for example reading some Burns on 
Burns’ Day and ghost stories during 
the dark winter nights, and only reads 
something if she ‘really wants to read 
it’.  If she really likes a book, she will read 
it twice (though not during her current 
‘project’), and doesn’t shy away from 
being critical of her favourite writers. 
And while she will try anything a friend 
suggests, Anne recently gave up a 
couple of chapters into one crime fiction 
novel, and has only really regretted 
struggling her way through Thomas 
Hardy’s Jude the Obscure, noting ‘I don’t 
really like anything sad or too upsetting.’

Growing up in Lanarkshire, Anne 
remembers herself as a bookworm, with 
a particular fondness for Enid Blyton’s 
Famous Five novels. At school, her 
favourite subject was English and she 
spent ‘all her pocket money’ on books, 

Anne in a  familiar pose.
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and at home, she was surrounded by 
row upon row of books belonging to 
her parents, themselves keen readers.  
Later, as a mother herself, Anne 
continued to find the time to read a 
book a night, reading aloud to her now 
grown-up children, Jeff and Holly.

An English graduate of St Andrews (MA 
1982), it’s no co-incidence that Anne 
ended up working in the University 
Library several years ago; such is her 
love of reading, she is probably one 
of their best customers on the payroll. 
“There are of course thousands of books 
to choose from, and while I do often 
come across interesting new titles, I try 
not to think about it too much while I’m 
working!” she joked.

Despite working in a library all day, the 
first thing Anne will do when she gets 
home is curl up with a book, taking a 
break for tea, and finally reading a little 

more before bedtime.  On average, she 
will read up to three hours an evening, 
and more during weekends if she has 
time.  “I can sometimes read 250 pages a 
night, and of course haven’t seen much 
TV this year,” she commented. 

And if you thought a full time job, a 
home and a love of ‘time-consuming 
but relaxing’ hobby of scrapbooking 
wasn’t enough to fill what hours are 
left, Anne somehow manages to 
update her progress every day on 
a blog. Though she admits to only 
finding time to do so in her lunch hour, 
keeping an online diary helps Anne 
keep track of her reading and update 
friends, as well as satisfy her enjoyment 
of writing reports.  The blog has over 
a dozen regular followers all over the 
world, who send messages of support 
and suggestions for new titles to try. 
Though she has recently found an MLitt 
student in Glasgow who has set herself 

a similar target (choosing to include 
film adaptations of books), Anne has yet 
to come across anyone who has done 
anything similar for the same length 
of time. With a love of writing as well 
as reading but a claim not to have had 
‘a great idea for a novel’ yet, Anne may 
well be unwittingly playing a starring 
role in her own unique story.

If you have any suggestions of 
material for Anne to read between 
now and October, contact her on 
apnw@st-andrews, or send a 
message of support through her blog, 
A book a day, or the year of reading 
dangerously,
http://bookadayyearofreading.
blogspot.com/
              

Gayle Cook

Changing lives
Amanda Fleet (Bute School of Medicine) describes how a chance meeting in an airport changed 
her life.

Life is all about chance: who you meet; when 
you meet them; where you meet them.  
When Susie Whiten, Julie Struthers and I went 
to Malawi in October, we met Macdonald 
Nhkutabasa in the airport in Johannesburg, 
then ended up talking away to him while 
waiting to get through immigration in Malawi. 
This chance meeting has changed my life, 
changed his life and changed the lives of some 
of the street-children of Malawi.

Macdonald is a quiet, unassuming man who is 
inspirational. He works with the street-children 
of Blantyre, trying to keep them off the streets, 
trying to get them into school and fighting for 
their rights. The children he works with either 
have no family, or have run away from their 
families and have ended up homeless. Every 
day, Macdonald goes to the church buildings 
to offer support and counselling to the children 
and to take them to the hospital if they are sick. 
He is also studying to become a qualified social 
worker.
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Schooling in Malawi can be haphazard. Primary schooling 
is compulsory but not enforced, and secondary schooling 
is neither compulsory nor free. To go to school, the children 
need to have a uniform, even for primary schools. The 
street-children can’t get uniforms and so don’t go to school. 
Macdonald and his church provide uniforms and some basic 
teaching to prepare the children for attending school and 
support through school. One of the children from the project 
is now attending the College of Medicine and is studying to be 
a doctor – something that simply wouldn’t have been possible 
without this help.

Our chance meeting in October led to us keeping in contact 
and trying to see what we could do to help the projects 
Macdonald is working on. We raised £50 in the Bute by 
holding a Christmas lunch and giving donations instead of 
sending Christmas cards. In addition, my chattering away 
to anyone who would listen to me resulted in another £100, 
three footballs and a giant tin of pens, pencils and crayons 
being collected to give to Macdonald and the church.

When we returned to Blantyre earlier this year, we arranged 
to go to Sunday school to meet the children and hear their 
stories. In the church building we met about thirty children 
ranging in age from about six years old up to late teens. Many 
of them had lost their families to AIDS; some of them had 
been sent out by their family to beg and if they didn’t collect 
enough, were beaten when they returned home, so had run 
away. Four of the boys had been caught stealing and put in jail 
overnight along with adult offenders, and had been sexually 
abused by them in the night.

None of the children wore shoes. All of them wore rags. Most 
of them had the biggest smiles on their faces to meet us. Most 
of them had slept on the street in Blantyre the night before. 
After church we walked down to a local sports-field to watch 
them play football. The church is trying to improve the health 
and fitness of the children by forming a football team. As we 
walked, we passed a stream that ran next to a golf course. With 
Macdonald translating, one of the boys told me that this was 
where they came to wash and to eat. When I queried the last 
part, he said that the golf club threw left-over food from the 
clubhouse down there sometimes.

At the field, we handed over the footballs and watched them 
play for an hour or so. When I was asked to write about this 
project, I was given advice about taking pictures for use in the 
media. The advice was, “Try and have just a few of the children 
in a shot and try and get some good pictures of the children 
receiving the footballs.” The footballs had travelled deflated 
and I handed them over along with an adapter for a bicycle 
pump. By the time I had my camera out of my bag, the balls 
were pumped up and on the pitch with the older lads. The 
moment the remaining children saw the camera, they all piled 
into every shot because they all LOVE to have their picture 
taken! Hence I failed miserably either to get pictures of just 
a few children in the frame or to get a good picture of the 
footballs being handed over. Instead I have pictures of lots of 
children who are absolutely delighted to get footballs, I have 
pictures of excited children who are pleased that someone 
cares and I have pictures of children who have got hot running 
around and so have taken their shirts off, unashamed of the 
scars they bear as a result of beatings and abuse.

A big project Macdonald is working on at the moment is 
to try and get the children into secure accommodation so 
that they aren’t on the streets and are able to go to school. 
There is the possibility of getting the children into shelter in a 
nearby town, but the long-term aim is to buy or rent premises 
in central Blantyre so that they can be sure of a safe haven 
for these boys. The money we left for them will go towards 
buying uniforms for four of them and to support the feeding, 
clothing and welfare of others. I wish that I could buy them all 
a safe haven.

Macdonald and one of the boys in the project, Vasco, will be 
staying with Amanda in St Andrews in late June/early July on 
their way back from the States. Vasco has a congenital heart 
problem and a charity in Chicago has paid for him to have the 
life-saving operation he needs. Amanda will show them some of 
Scotland during their stay, but needs a car-seat suitable for an 
eleven year old. If anyone reading this can lend Amanda a seat 
for the few days, please contact her on 
af2@st-andrews.ac.uk

Susie and Julie talk to Macdonald.
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‘We’re in this for the long haul’
An out of breath StAndard caught up with new Principal Dr Louise Richardson after her first 
‘enormously exhilarating’ three months to talk about initial impressions of life at St Andrews 
and plans for a challenging future.

Fêted by students, respected and admired by fellow 
academics and described in uncharacteristically reverential 
terms by The Guardian as ‘Maureen O’Hara channelling Miss 
Jean Brodie’, it’s fair to say that Louise Richardson has made 
something of an impact in her short time on these shores.

Despite the inevitable steepness of the learning curve she faced 
upon arriving in St Andrews at the beginning of 2009, the former 
Harvard Dean has sped up the incline and set a pace and style for 
others to follow. 

There is little, it appears, she will not take in her stride. Those 
first three months have been punctuated by St Andrews’ biggest 
student protest in recent history, the challenging aftermath 
of RAE 2008, a very public row over golf and sexism which ensnared even Scotland’s First Minister, and a dawn to dawn work 
schedule which has raised eyebrows, and spirits, across campus. “She seems to have the ability to be in two places at the same 
time - only the roadrunner moves faster,” opined a colleague. The new regime may occasionally pause for reflection, but rarely, it 
seems, for breath.  

During the recent occupation of Lower College Hall by pro-Palestinian students, occupiers were ‘overjoyed’ when the Principal 
dropped in; her decision to talk at the Debating Society was described as an ‘amazing opportunity’ by organisers; personal visits 
around the University have been greeted as a ‘breath of fresh air’; even the Arts Faculty band, Dry Island Buffalo Jump dedicated 
a song to their ‘ace new Principal’ live on national radio on St Patrick’s Day.

Indeed, commenting that she can’t get in or out of a car without being 
welcomed or asked how she’s getting on, Louise is fast getting to grips 
with becoming a very public figure to both town and gown.

And though one of her first impressions of St Andrews was of a ‘small 
but beautiful’ place, the new Principal is amazed at how ‘extraordinarily 
friendly’ people have been, both within and outwith the University, 
noting that she was used to a more ‘anonymous’ life outside her office 
at Harvard.

Not so in Scotland.  Even before her arrival, newspapers were lining up 
for interviews, with the Financial Times, Times, Guardian, Scotsman and 
Herald, as well as the New York Times and our own Saint, subsequently 
running considerable column inches on our new Principal.  Though 
so far managing to rise above the R&A sexism row, and quietly but 
firmly eschewing discussion of the ‘first female Principal of St Andrews’ 
phenomenon, Louise has been more than happy to talk to the press 
about her commitment to fundraising and access, highlighting 
the need to remove economic barriers and to be more creative at 
generating revenue.

During an interview for this publication, the new Principal spoke of the 
importance of investing more heavily in the University endowment as 
well as current facilities for staff and students.  She talks passionately 
about recruiting the best students, no matter what their background.  
As she puts it simply, “I think we have to recruit the best talent.  If 

Interview with the principal
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our focus is on getting the best 
talent, we will inevitably end up with 
more students from non-traditional 
backgrounds.  I also think we need to 
invest in facilities so that students have 
an even better experience than they 
already have here,” citing the Union and 
sporting facilities as two priorities.

At the point of meeting with The 
StAndard, and about a third of the way 
through a rolling programme of visiting 
all academic Departments, Schools and 
service units, Louise was well underway 
to making her first target of ‘meeting as 
many people as possible.’

She said, “It has been enormously 
exhilarating for me to meet so many 
people, to hear so many ideas from 
people at all different levels across the 
University.  During my open office hours 
every  second Wednesday, people from 
all parts of the University come in to see 
me, tell me their ideas about how to 
improve things, to complain, or just to 
introduce themselves, and I enjoy that 
enormously.”

Despite herself not thinking a 
‘fortnightly surgery’ with the Principal 
is ‘at all radical’, the two-hourly sessions 
have been something of a sell-out, 
with staff, students and even retired 
members of staff taking the opportunity 
for some valuable face-to-face time with 
the new V-C.

Louise established the fortnightly 
events as an integral part of her culture 
of ‘hearing other voices’ within the 
institution, and views herself as very 
much the ‘beneficiary’ of the sessions, 
which will be a permanent fixture in her 
calendar.

“I worry coming to a position like this, 
especially as such an outsider, it’s so 
easy to be isolated,” she explained.  “I 
wanted to build in a structure, right 
at the beginning, to ensure that I was 
accessible and hearing other voices 
than the ones around me.  I believe 
that one of the best protections against 
making mistakes is to expose yourself 
to contrary points of view and as many 
ideas as possible. The higher up you are 
in any organisation, the easier it is to get 
isolated and just see people at your own 
level... and that, I think, is unwise.”
 

Getting out and about and to grips 
with her new role, if there is one thing 
that has frustrated the Principal are the 
‘layers of bureaucracy.. committees and 
more committees’ that she has come 
across at every turn. Tackling the issue 
of over-administration is one priority 
in the coming months. “I understand 
what this comes from, we’re a publicly-
funded institution and need to be 
accountable for public money, and 
yet I worry that we’re spending more 
time than we should in administration 
and not enough for research and 

teaching, which is why academics 
enter the profession to begin with,” she 
commented.

With a self-imposed remit of ‘effecting 
change’, Louise fully supports the 
University’s decision to repeat 2005’s 
staff survey exercise, noting that it 
is “only an important exercise if we 
respond to what we find.  It’s good 
to have a benchmark so we can 
measure how we can improve going 
forward.  We talk about students, we 
talk about teachers, but our success as 
an institution depends on our having 
committed non-academic staff too.  It’s 
very important to me that everybody 
feels valued and that everyone derive 
benefit beyond a pay check from their 
work here.”

Commenting that without good staff 
‘we would flounder immediately’, 
going out and meeting people remains 
a priority for our new Principal.  She 
explained, “It’s just something that 
would never occur to me not to do.  
There are still so many places I haven’t 
been… I’m still finding my way”.

In a parallel move to getting to know 
St Andrews, Louise has had to spend 
as much time familiarising herself with 
matters outside the University.  In the 
last three months she has invested a lot 
of time outside the institution - in ‘the 
sea in which we have to navigate this 
ship’ - meeting other Scottish university 
Principals, the Scottish Funding Council, 
Universities UK, the 1994 Group and 
Scottish Government.

Growing up in a small town in County 
Waterford, Louise was partly attracted to 
St Andrews because of its ‘combination 
of the local and the global’.  Louise loves 
the fact that she can walk to the office, 
noting that her current walk to work is 
‘about the same length’ as that from her 
previous parking space to the office!
“I think St Andrews is the ideal size for 
a University,” she commented.  “We are 
small enough that we can have a real 
impact on the lives of the individual 
students who come here. I value the 
sense of community that goes with a 
small community, but I also value the 
breadth of thinking and openness that 
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goes with an international perspective, 
and I think that’s really rare to see the 
two of those in one place, and you can 
see that in St Andrews.”  

Top priorities for the coming months 
will be inevitably underpinned by 
fundraising, for the 600th Anniversary 
and for new builds, yet Louise is well 
aware that this is an ‘inauspicious time’ 
to be looking for investment.  “We’re in 
this for the long haul”, she commented, 
noting that ‘this is only going to work as 
a collective enterprise’.

She explained, “The library is a major 
priority, the medical school is another, 
and both of these are hugely exciting 
projects. We need a library consistent 
with our academic calibre, so we need 
to invest in the library.

“My vision of St Andrews is not that 
different to the past.  I want to be able 
to recruit the very best academics, 
the very best students, and create an 
environment in which they can do 
their best work, and actually that’s not 
fundamentally different than what has 
driven this institution for the last 600 
years. 

“I think in five years time, the 
University of St Andrews will 
be a little edgier than it is 
today.  I hope we’ll have more 
interdisciplinary work. I hope 
that we will do even better 
in the REF.  I look forward to 
the physical changes.  But 
fundamentally I hope we will 
still proceed internationally 
as a world-leading university 
which conducts cutting-edge 
research and produces highly 
educated, critical thinking, 
committed individuals.”

At the time of meeting, 
Louise was preparing for her 
installation as tenth Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of St Andrews, an 
event she was ‘enormously 
looking forward to’, but 
characteristically emphasising 
that it ‘isn’t about one person, 

but an event for everyone to celebrate 
what a wonderful place St Andrews is’.

Later that month, in front of almost 
1000 staff, students and guests, 
Baroness Williams of Crosby described 
Dr Richardson as an ‘outstanding leader, 
brilliant teacher and great organiser’, 
commenting, “She's never shied away 
from a challenge, indeed she has almost 
embraced them as they come towards 
her. It's only striking that she should 
leave the somewhat cosseted situation 
of Harvard to take on the responsibility 
for making sure that one of Scotland's 
great universities remains as great as its 
past, perhaps even greater, and that is 
certainly a challenge.”

But it was our new Principal’s address 
in which she spoke of the importance 
of fighting for the future of Scotland's 
oldest University that lead to a standing 
ovation.

Watched by her husband, Thomas, and 
children Ciara, Fiona and Rory from the 
balcony of Younger Hall, she described 
herself and colleagues as temporary 
guardians of “this extraordinary 
University.”

"We must forge a future worthy of our 
past on which our successors can in turn 
look back with pride,” she said.

“There is nothing inevitable about our 
continued success. It would be very easy 
for St Andrews University to become 
a charming relic of Scotland's ancient 
commitment to education.

“The past, rich, resonant and inspiring 
as it is, is just the platform on which we 
have to build the future.”

It seems unlikely that any such decline 
will have the chance to take root on 
Louise Richardson’s watch. 

Professor Stanley Hoffman, her mentor 
from Harvard, gently warned guests at 
dinner on the eve of the Installation that 
St Andrews was welcoming a potent 
mix of ‘charm and steel'. 

If this is the case, our new Principal 
should have little difficulty encouraging 
staff to follow her towards the 
University's seventh century of 
intellectual exploration. 

 Gayle Cook

Dr Richardson taking the oath.
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New Rector installed
Scotland’s Information Commissioner 
Kevin Dunion was officially installed as 
Lord Rector of St Andrews in March. 

Mr Dunion was installed by Principal Dr Louise Richardson, 
who gave a welcoming address on behalf of the academic 
community, while Kathleen Patrick and Andrew Keenan 
gave addresses on behalf of the University Court and 
student body respectively.  

The day before taking his Oath of Office, Kevin arrived for 
the Rectorial Drag in customary distinctive St Andrews 
style in an ice-cream tricycle!  

Kevin with Georgia Rannard and Andrew Keenan.

Staff moves in brief
Professor Keith Brown

Professor Keith Brown is to return to his full-time academic 
work on the history of the Scottish Parliament and the 
Scottish nobility after a distinguished period of service in the 
Principal’s Office. Keith has been Deputy Principal and Master 
since 2003 and prior to that served as Vice-Principal Learning 
and Teaching. Keith will return to full-time academic duties 
following a period of extended research leave.

Professor Roy Dilley

Professor Roy Dilley is to become Dean of Arts for three years 
effective from August 1st 2009. Roy is a social anthropologist 
who works on contemporary anthropological theory and 
cultural analysis. Roy succeeds Professor Lorna Milne as Dean.

Professor Alan Miller

Professor Alan Miller stepped down as Vice-Principal Research 
in December 2008 after leading St Andrews’ submission to RAE 
2008. Alan will take up the post of Deputy Principal (Research 
and Knowledge Transfer) at Heriot Watt University this month. 
Alan was closely involved in the creation of the Scottish 
Universities Physics Alliance in 2003-04 and, prior to coming 
to St Andrews, spent eight years working for the Ministry of 
Defence at the Royal Signals and Radar Establishment.

Professor Neville Richardson

Professor Neville Richardson is to succeed Professor Keith 
Brown as Master from August 1st 2009. Neville, who has 
previously served for six years as Head of the School of 
Chemistry, joined the Principal’s Office in January 2009, 
succeeding Professor Alan Miller as Vice-Principal Research. 
Neville came to St Andrews in 1998 from Liverpool where he 
was head of a large interdisciplinary research centre in surface 
science.

Professor Christopher Smith

Professor Christopher Smith has accepted the position of 
Director of the British School at Rome from October 2009 
and will be seconded to Rome for a period of five years. 
Christopher has served as Proctor and Provost in the Principal’s 
Office since 2007 and prior to that was Dean of Arts.

Note: From August 1st 2009 the designation 
of Deputy Principal will be attached to the 

Vice-Principal Research. The Principal’s Office 
is currently conducting an international 

recruitment search to fill this merged post.  
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A trip to the Palace
Professor Will Fowler shares 
memories of his trip to 
London for a State Banquet at 
Buckingham Palace.

On the evening of Monday 30 March 
2009, the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh gave a State Banquet in 
honour of the President of Mexico and 
his wife, First Lady Señora Margarita 
Zavala, at which the Prince of Wales, 
the Duke of York, the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester, and Prince and 
Princess Michael of Kent were present. 

Will and Caroline prepare to set off.

Professor Will Fowler from the School 
of Modern Languages, accompanied by 
his wife, Caroline, was one of four British 
scholars invited to attend the event in 
recognition of his contribution to the 
study of Mexican history (the others 
being Professors Dawn Ades [Essex], 
David Brading [Cambridge], Stephen 
Hopper [Royal Botanic Gardens], and 
Maxine Molyneux [Institute for the 
Study of the Americas]).

“As you can imagine,” Will told The 
StAndard, “it was a great honour to be 
invited. And to be actually there, inside 
Buckingham Palace, as a guest, among 
so many illustrious men and women,… 
royals, politicians, diplomats, members 
of both the Mexican delegation and 
the Royal Household. It was really quite 
extraordinary.”

Will and Caroline had to attend the 
event in evening dress (white tie), and 
were asked to arrive at Buckingham 
Palace between 7.50 and 8.10 pm. 
Their chauffer (Caroline’s father!) drove 
them up the Mall lined in Mexican and 
British flags and into the Palace where 
they were received upstairs in the State 
Rooms by the Queen’s Lady in Waiting 
and the Lord Steward. There they were 
given the guest list and seating plan 
and went on to join the pre-Banquet 
Reception in the Picture Gallery. 

Initially they stood “somewhat in awe,” 
Will confesses, surrounded by exquisite 
paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, 

Poussin and Canaletto, and in the midst 
of so many recognisable faces. “Before 
we knew it, we were chatting to all kinds 
of fascinating people. All of whom, I 
must add, were incredibly easy to talk 
to and friendly. Several had connections 
with the University of St Andrews as 
well,”  he said.

At 8.20 pm the presentations to the 
Queen, the Mexican President, The Duke 
of Edinburgh, and Señora Zavala began. 
Will and Caroline were presented to the 
Heads of State of Britain and Mexico 
and their respective spouses, and 
proceeded along a corridor lined with 
guards to the ballroom where they then 
separated, seated at different ends of 
the hall. The entire congregation stood 
to attention as the Royal Procession 
entered the ballroom, and went on to 
listen to the Queen and the President’s 
speeches, each of which were followed 
by the National Anthem of each country 
and a Toast. The Queen reminded 
those present that next year marks 
the bicentenary of Mexico’s struggle 
for independence and that the United 
Kingdom was the first European country 
to recognise Mexico’s independence. 
President Calderón echoed the Queen’s 
views on there having been a “deep 
relationship of friendship throughout 
two centuries” between both countries.

Throughout the evening the Coldstream 
Guards’ orchestra, seated on a balcony 
at the end of the ballroom, played a 
selection of pieces from a repertoire 
which included composers ranging 
from Mozart to Andrew Lloyd Weber. 

The banquet concluded after the pipe 
bands of the First Battalion of Scots 
Guards and the First Battalion of Irish 
Guards marched around the ballroom 
twice, playing Captain Norman Orr-
Ewing, The Ewe Wi’ The Crooked Horn, 
Thomson’s Dirk, and Bengullion. 

State visits are formal visits to the 
UK by Heads of State from overseas, 
undertaken to strengthen Britain’s 
relationships with other countries. There 
are usually two incoming State visits 
each year. The State Banquet given in 
honour of President Felipe Calderón was 
the third given to a Head of State from 
Mexico, the previous occasions having 
taken place in 1973 and 1985. For Will 
and Caroline it was, understandably, a 
truly memorable occasion.
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Baking and bear-making
After a busy day in the hub that is the Admissions Application Centre you might expect staff to go home and put their 
feet up.  But The StAndard caught up with enterprising administrators Lisa Murray and Sarah Savage to hear about their 
creative pastimes.

Lisa Murray admits that she uses her 
colleagues as “guinea pigs” to trial 
samples of her home baking. 

Although she enjoyed baking from an 
early age, Lisa has only fully developed 
her hobby over the past 12 months 
– much to her fellow Admissions’ staff 
delight!

At first she began baking cakes for 
friends and, as word of mouth grew, she 
began to receive requests from friends 
of friends and colleagues who were in 
need of a cake for relatives or birthdays.

Her biggest challenge to date has been 
the wedding cake of a close friend 
which took three days from scratch to 
delivery at the hotel. Lisa said, “I baked 
the cake, split and filled it, and delivered 
it to the door. It is certainly more 
pressure to cook for other people as it 
has to be perfect every time, but I do it 
because I find baking so enjoyable – it’s 
never a chore.”

Icing, Lisa claims, can hide a “multitude 
of sins” and although she has never had 
any disasters, she occasionally has to fix 
“lopsided” sponges. Special delivery:  ‘It’s a boy’ cupcakes.

Bake sales, charity events and 
fundraisers have all benefited from 
Lisa’s talents and to date her cakes have 
raised over £70 for the St Katharine’s 
West charities committee.

For all other cakes, Lisa meets the costs, 
and she is in the process of compiling 
a portfolio so that she can market her 
products online. However, Lisa is not 
short of interest.

She explained, “At Christmas-time, I 
made eight cakes and since then I have 
been busy with birthday cakes every 
couple of weeks, two wedding cakes 
and I’ve another three to do over the 
summer.”

Her favourite recipe is for cupcakes, 
which she produces in an extraordinary 
variety of flavours. Lisa is keen to 
experiment and is considering a sugar-
craft course so that she can become 
more specialised, learning how to make 
intricate decorations herself.

Lisa is currently in the process of 
designing her own website. “I’d love to 
be known as the new Mrs Beeton,” she 
laughs.  Watch this space!

The wedding cake for  Lisa’s friend.

At just two to three inches tall in a variety of materials from mohair to 
upholstery fabrics, denim to suede, Sarah Savage’s miniature bears are 
unique creations.

Huge amounts of time and effort are required for these exquisitely crafted little 
bears which are fully jointed, stuffed with polyester or cotton and weighed down 
with steel shot and glass beads.

Collectables, not toys, each bear can take between 15-20 hours to complete and 
comes with an attached label in its back and a small laminated tag stating its 
name and “date of birth” before being carefully wrapped and boxed to be sent to 
a new owner.  

In 2006, Sarah set up her own website (www.sarianbears.com) following a move 
to Cyprus where she was struggling to find work. Although she had begun to 
make the bears in England, it was during this time that she started to develop her 
own particular style and hone her bear-making skills. One of Sarah’s adopted bears.
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Musical notes
Do you have a soundtrack to your life?  Is there one song that always cheers you up, makes you sad or reminds you of 
days gone by?  What tunes inspire you, relax you or get you in the mood?

From what they listen to at work, home, in the car or on holiday, The StAndard asks members of staff to name their top 
ten tracks of all time.  Send yours to magazine@st-andrews.ac.uk 

Sarah explained, “I got into teddy bear 
making when I caught up with a school 
friend of mine; Stef of Windyridge Bears, 
who was attending a bear fair during 
Feb 2005, near to where I was living at 
the time. We hadn’t seen each other 
since leaving school in 1989 so we had 
much to catch up on!”

Impressed by the craftsmanship, Sarah 
came up with the idea of making a bear 
for her niece’s eighth birthday that June. 
After endless scouring on the internet 
she discovered that there was a bear 
artist near where she stayed (Barbara 
of Holdingham Bears) who was able to 
help her out. 

“I visited Barbara’s workshop to buy 
a bear kit from her and whilst there 
I discovered that she ran one day 
bear making workshops, so I booked 
myself onto the next one. The rest, as 
they say, is history!” continued Sarah. 
“I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop, 
making a nine inch mohair bear and 
several days later at home I finished 
the eight inch pink mohair bear for my 
niece.”

Kip - a Sarian Bear looking for a home.

From a young age Sarah was always 
‘crafty’ and enjoyed drawing, sewing 
and sculpting.  Throughout her adult 
years she always had a piece of cross-
stitch on the go and although she even 
took to designing her own patterns, it 
is bear making that has captured her 
imagination.

Whilst she puts a great deal of planning 
into each small bear, Sarah admits that 
she is often pleasantly surprised by the 
results.  She said, “I’m never quite sure 
how the bear will turn out, which is part 
of the appeal of making them. 

“My husband, Ian, deserves some credit 
as he has always been very encouraging 
… and patient! He puts up with me 
sewing at every opportunity and my 
‘bears in progress’ around the house!”

It is because of his support that the 
name ‘Sarian’ came about; taken from 
Sarah and Ian because she thought he 
deserved a mention too! 

Sarah is currently working on an 
important order, to create six bears for 
her sister’s wedding day at the end of 
May. “She has asked me to create six 
little wonders for her wedding; two to 
top off the wedding cake and the other 
four as gifts which she will give out on 
the day.  When they are all finished I will 
post pictures online, but only after the 
big day has passed.  The bears cannot 
be seen before then!”

If you are interested in finding out more 
about either of the projects then please 
contact Lisa on ljm21@st-andrews.ac.uk 
or Sarah on ss114@st-andrews.ac.uk

NAME:  John Burnside

POSITION:   Reader, School of English

1. Stewart’s Coat by Rickie Lee Jones – First love and 
all that.  

2.    Raga Surdasi Malhar by Nikhil Banerjee – If 
anything inspires me, it’s this.

3.    Who Do You Love? by Quicksilver Messenger 
Service – Memories of misspent youth.

4.    Benjamin Britten’s String Quartet No 2 – It’s just a 
very beautiful piece…
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5.  With or Without You by U2 - This reminds me of growing up and my friends who were a little bit older than me raving 
about going to see U2.  When I eventually got to see them myself in 2005 this was the highlight of the gig! 

6.  Sit Down by James – When they stopped touring in 2001 (they have since reformed) this was the last song that they 
played on the final night of the tour and when Tim Booth started to sing the crowd went mental. 

7.  Wannabe by the Spice Girls – I went to see them with my sister last year in London and this song reminds me of us 
making dance routines up with friends in our room. I was about 10 at the time! 

8.  Don’t Stop Me Now by Queen – This song reminds me of nights out in the pub with my best friend.

9.   Dancing in the Dark by Bruce Springsteen – My sister loved this song and I sat on her vinyl record and broke it.  She 
forgave me when I had the song played at her wedding.  

10.  1000 Trees by Stereophonics – My friend Leonette and I went on holiday together – the first holiday I had away from my 
parents – and in the car on the way there we listened to this on personal stereo and learned all the words.  10 years or 
so later we still know all the words to this song! 

NAME:  Alice Haworth  

POSITION:   Court Office Secretary 

1.  Iris by The Goo Goo Dolls – Was the first dance at my 
wedding. 

2.  Blossoms Falling by a little known band called 
Ooberman – This song reminds me of summer and 
always puts a smile on my face.

3.  Hot Fudge by Robbie Williams – Reminds me of an 
insane trip to Alton Towers with friends and we 
played this song full blast as we were  arriving at the 

 park and the accommodation singing it very loudly 
and out of tune! 

4.  Insomnia by Faithless – Such a great dance track 
…there is nothing else to say about it.  

	
5.    Raga Bhairavi by Ali Akbar Khan – Another beautiful raga, on sarod this time.

6.    Emotion by Papa Wemba – My wife and I played this album all through the summer we first met.

7.   Down To the River to Pray by Alison Krauss – I sang this to my boys when they were babies, it was very calming (for me, 
anyway).

8.    Mi Mal No Tiene Cura by Fernanda de Utrera – A hot summer in Andalucia, long ago.

9.    I Fall In Love Too Easily / The Fire Within by Keith Jarrett – late night, alone, quiet.

10.  Improvisation on the Theme ‘Rokudan’, Ravi Shankar by Susumu Miyashita, Alla Rakha, and Hozan Yamamoto – Indian 
music meets Japanese.
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Retirals 
Library & Information Services

Allan Whyte

After a long absence through ill health, Allan Whyte has 
retired from the University.

Allan joined the Computing Laboratory (the University’s 
computing service) in September 1977 as a computer 
operations shift leader. 

In the varied work he undertook for the University, Allan 
always strove to provide a highly professional service and 
was assiduous at staying on top of the work that came his 
way. His colleagues came to rely on him to pick up jobs as 
they came in as soon as possible and to seek to complete 
them to a user’s satisfaction equally as promptly. You 
would never find Allan strolling to undertake a job in 
the University. His keenness to provide a good service in combination with a naturally helpful disposition made Allan an ideal 
colleague and valued member of the department.

In recent times, Allan has borne both his own ill-health and personal tragedy with great fortitude and we wish him a long, happy 
and well-deserved retirement.

Malcolm Bain, Director of IT Services

Department of Sport and Exercise

John Scott

John Scott, Assistant Director of Sport and Exercise, retired 
from the University on 31 March after over 36 years' service.

John joined the University in October 1972 as Assistant in 
Physical Education (Male). His contribution to University 
sport and the University as a whole has been substantial, 
ranging from academic teaching, to leading and coaching 
exercise and sport, to Admissions and Schools Liaison 
work. A former Madras FP rugby player and captain and 
coach to the University Rugby Club, John has always been 
a keen advocate of University sport. Perhaps he is best 
known for his extremely successful ‘Swingnastics’ exercise 
classes in the 1980s and 1990s. 

In recent years John played a key role in the management 
of the Sports Centre, dealing with facility bookings and operational issues. He also continued to teach exercise classes and 
squash at Butts Wynd.

Karen Caldwell, Secretary, Department of Sport & Exercise
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School of Mathematics & Statistics

Professor E F Robertson

Edmund Robertson retired from his Chair in the School of Mathematics & Statistics at the 
end of the 2007/08 academic year.  Since joining the University in 1968, Edmund had made 
many contributions to the University and to the mathematics community in general. On 
the research side he was a leading figure in the development of computational methods 
in algebra, which have become a major research area in the University and led to the 
setting up of the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Computational Algebra (CIRCA) in 
collaboration with members of the School of Computer Science.

He has also made key contributions to the running of the School, not least as its Head for 
four years, as well as in other positions such as Head of the Pure Mathematics Division. On 
the teaching side he was one of the leading figures in developing the MacTutor system, 

Dr J H McCabe

John McCabe retired as Senior Lecturer in Mathematics at the end of the first semester of the 
2008/09 session, having been with the University since 1971.   During his time in St Andrews, John 
developed a keen interest in overseas students and in mathematical education, sparked initially 
by a ten-year period as Warden of Dean’s Court then as Admissions Officer for overseas students.  
This led to his involvement with the International Baccalaureate Organisation where he eventually 
became Chair of the Examining Board, the most senior academic position within the organisation, 
with responsibility for examining across all subjects.

Despite being on part-time secondment to the IBO during his last few years in post, John made a 
full contribution to the work of the School. In his research on approximation theory he built up a 
good reputation, while he was noted as an effective teacher and served the administration of the 
School in a variety of roles.  Like many mathematicians he is reluctant to let retirement spoil his 

a pioneering scheme of computer-aided learning in mathematics, which received a number of awards. He has also been one of 
the developers of the School’s website in the History of Mathematics, an incredibly successful venture in terms of its worldwide 
impact. The School is pleased that Edmund is carrying on with his work on mathematics and its history and looks forward to 
continuing contributions from him.

enjoyment of the subject, so we look forward to his continuing presence as an Honorary member of staff.

Professor Alan Cairns, Head of School

Estates

Edith Woolston

Edith Woolston retired from her post after 14 years as a cleaner in Estates in December last year.

Edith started working at the University in February 1994. She was employed in a variety of buildings
including – St Katharine’s West, Old Union, College Street and 9 The Scores. Throughout her working years, 
she was always very cheerful and her unique character and sense of humour was appreciated by those 
working around her. Her bubbly enthusiasm was quite infectious.

Before breaking up for Christmas vacation, colleagues gathered for a presentation to mark Edith’s service to the University and to 
wish her well. 

Gillian Jordan, Cleaning Manager, Estates



PEOPLE

21

FRSE awards
Three St Andrews academics 
have been elected Fellows to the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh.
 

This year the Society welcomes 
Douglas Dunn, recently retired 
Professor of English, Ulf Leonhardt, 
Chair in Theoretical Physics and 
Nicholas Roe, Professor of English.

Deaths
 

Dr Gareth Price, School of Management
 

Gareth joined the University in 1989 to help set up the St Andrews Management Institute (SAMI) with Scottish Enterprise and 
Shell. Its aim was to develop and commercialise Shell's scenario planning technology and Gareth played a lead role as SAMI 
developed quickly a blue chip client list.
 

His legacy continues in the School of Management whose staff are working currently on major scenario projects for the EU 
Commission and the Scottish Parliament.

Professor Peter Branscombe, School of Modern Languages
 

Peter (79) died on Hogmanay after a long illness. He began his career as a junior lecturer teaching German in St Andrews in 1959 
and retired in 1996 as Professor.  A much respected and liked colleague, he continued to be active in research and the life of the 
School until very recently.

 

New Year honours
Two distinguished St Andrews’ academics were honoured by the Queen at the beginning of the year.  

Recognition for staff
Senior members of staff at Residential & Business Services have been recognised for 
successfully undergoing extensive personal and professional development. 
 

Members of the Residence Management teams, including a number of Senior chefs, were 
presented with their certificates (CMI Level 3 Introductory Certificate in Management, 
and CIEH Level 3 Award for Health & Safety in the Workplace) at the Gateway. 
 

This highlights the University’s continued commitment to meet the highest professional 
standards with regard to Health & Safety and Personal Development.

Paul Wilkinson, Emeritus Professor of International Relations, was appointed 
a CBE while Adam Scott, Honorary Senior Research Fellow in the School of 
Management, received an OBE, both in recognition of distinguished public 
service. 
 

Paul came to St Andrews from Aberdeen in 1989 to take up the University’s first 
Chair in International Relations. He was the co-founder of the CSTPV and, long 
before the study of terrorism acquired its current popularity, he put St Andrews 
squarely in the forefront of international work on terrorism and political 
violence. 

The Reverend Adam Scott became a Fellow of the St Andrews Management Institute 
in 1994 and an Honorary Lecturer in Management shortly thereafter. 
 

He has had a distinguished career as an intellectual property lawyer for the Post 
Office, a corporate planner and director of international affairs for BT, and currently 
serves as a member of the UK’s Competition Appeal Tribunal.



22

TOWN

StAnza: Scotland’s International Poetry 
Festival got off to a blazing start in March 
with one of the  most exciting launches in 
its twelve-year history. 

The First Minister, the Rt Hon Alex Salmond MP, MSP, 
officially launched the festival, at a reception in the foyer 
of the Byre Theatre, the festival’s hub venue. Salmond, 
who studied at the University of St Andrews, spoke to a 
packed audience of the importance of the poetic legacy of 
Burns. 

StAnza’s Press and Media Manager Annie Kelly reviewed 
the festival for readers of The StAndard.

Everyone involved in StAnza 2009, the twelfth StAnza 
Festival to date, realised that this year’s was going to be very 
special indeed from the moment The First Minister took the 
platform and sculptor David Mach prepared to set alight his 
controversial match-head sculpture of Robert Burns at the 
festival’s launch on 18 March. The huge media interest and 
the bank of cameras both inside and outside the theatre only 
served to reinforce this.

The presence of the First Minister, Alex Salmond, who officially 
launched the festival at a ceremony laced with poetry and 
music, had drawn large crowds to the foyer of the Byre 
Theatre who were entertained by his relaxed and humorous 
speech. As darkness fell on the mild spring evening, there 
was an expectant hush both inside the foyer and out in 
the courtyard garden, where onlookers lined the pathway 
and photographers and film crews vied with each other 
for the best view at the right moment. The moment of the 
burning, when it came, was haunting and exuberant, as the 
photograph here, taken by Rob McDougall, of Homecoming 
Scotland, makes beautifully clear. 

StAnza was a lead event of this year’s Homecoming Scotland 
celebration and, as the country’s only festival devoted entirely 
to poetry, it played a key role in the celebrations, inspired as 
they were by the 250th anniversary of Robert Burns. ‘We had 
commissioned Mach’s pair of sculptures with the intention of  
bypassing traditional responses to Burns as a national icon,’ 
said Eleanor Livingstone, StAnza’s Artistic Director. ‘One of the 
matchhead ‘heids’ became a torch, carrying Burns from the 
past to the present to the future and proving that he can be 
not only a wonderful legacy from the past, but also a focus for 
the contemporary and cutting edge of the arts in Scotland. 
The crowd gasped when the flames swirling round rose up 

into the night sky to reveal ... of course, Burns there at the core, 
strong as ever, phoenix-like, soaring through our imaginations. 
Both the sculptures were on display throughout the festival 
– the different faces of Burns.’ 

With Burns as presiding genius, and after such a memorable 
and spectacular launch, the festival took on more and more 
momentum. The festival’s hub venue, the Byre Theatre, 
hummed with activity from 10am till midnight while StAnza’s 
other base, the Town Hall, saw a steady stream attending 
events, viewing the exhibitions and going to the Poets’ Market. 
Poetry lovers, poets and international visitors all met and 
mingled both here and in the festival’s University venues. 

The main evening readings by Carol Ann Duffy, Patience 
Agbabi, Simon Armitage and New Zealand poet (StAnza’s 
Poet-in-Residence) Bill Manhire completely sold out, as did 
the Poetry Breakfasts, Poetry Cabarets and the StAnza Slam, 
which was forced to transfer to the main auditorium to 
accommodate the demand. Other successes were among 
the more experimental events. The especially commissioned 
drama Not Another Word, with Crispin Bonham Carter, a 
graduate of St Andrews, explored the borderlines between 
poetry and performance. This was part of the Poetry Centre 
Stage theme which explored the connections between poetry 
and drama. Avant-garde sound poetry from the Swiss group 
Trio Pas Lundi (which you can listen to along with other 
StAnza podcasts via www.stanzapoetry.org) proved to be a 
surprise hit among festival-goers.  

Homecoming was a subtle theme running throughout the 
festival. Jay Parini, the USA based poet, writer and critic, used 

The match-head sculpture of Robert Burns on fire.
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his role as  StAnza Lecturer, to recall his university days 
in St Andrews, the best days of his early life. It was at 
St Andrews that he met Alastair Reid, poet, mentor and 
lifelong friend, and it was here that he himself began to 
write poetry. Among many hilarious anecdotes told was 
the one where Parini took the great writer Borges on a 
trip around the East Neuk, and watched him enjoying his 
first Scottish pint in a ‘spit and sawdust’  pub in Crail. For 
Parini, St Andrews is still the site of his dreams. Part of 
him is always to be found ‘somewhere between the Cross 
Keys and the chaise longue at St Salvator’s.’

Also travelling down memory lane were Ian Rankin and 
Hardeep Singh Kohli who each recalled their earliest 
encounters with poetry in the two In Conversation 
events. Rankin described himself as a poet manqué who 
harboured a secret ambition as a teenager in Cardenden 
to be the next T S Eliot. He read his favourite poems from 
his old school books, with notes still scribbled in the margin. 
Kohli  delighted his audience with a reading of The Puddock, 
which he remembered first learning by heart as a schoolboy 
in Glasgow, while on the way to an Under Elevens football 
match and, in dramatic contrast, of Milton’s On his Blindness. 
Both men, so successful in their chosen fields, were happy to 
proclaim a continued interest in poetry. 

Roddy Lumsden, St Andrews born and therefore a homecomer 
in the absolute sense, launched his third collection at the 
festival; his Poetry Cabaret reading was among the sell outs. 
Lumsden has had the unusual honour of having one of his 
poems read aloud by fashion model Kate Moss, as part of a 
project with fashion photographer Stephen Knight. This and 
other poems appear in his new book. Like Elvis MacGonagall, 
who also performed in Poetry Cabaret to a packed audience, 
Lumsden is resoundingly contemporary and draws a poem 
easily from something as simple as eating a takeaway, while 
MacGonagall mixed his laughs with some trenchant political 
and social satire. Both poets were a reminder that poetry is 
very much up to the minute.

Of all the homecomers, however, StAnza’s Poet-in-Residence 
Bill Manhire and fellow New Zealander Jenny Bornholdt, both 
of whom flagged up their Scottish ancestry, had travelled 
farthest to appear at StAnza. These poets were the sensation 
of the festival, with subtle and provocative readings of their 
work. Manhire, who has a chair at the Victoria University of 
Wellington, gave an inspiring masterclass to practising poets 
and audience, as did Douglas Dunn, now Honorary Professor 
at the School of English at St Andrews. 

But the sum of StAnza is more than the ‘big readings’ and 
performances. Festival goers relaxing in the Byre Theatre 
Foyer were treated to personal poems, recited by a band of 
strolling poet/players on request.  Poetry came with your 
coffee, both at the Byre and in cafes around town, thanks 
to the tiny booklets from StAnza’s sponsors, American press 
Poetry For All.  Not surprisingly, the Burns booklets turned out 
to be favourites, as one café staff member confirmed. It is this 
attention to detail and ability to appeal to so many types of 
audience that made this year’s festival unique.

As Festival Director Brian Johnstone said, ‘We 
are delighted that the festival has gone so well, 
particularly in this Homecoming Year. It has been the 
busiest ever, with many more events selling out than 
in previous years and local accommodation booked 
up several weeks in advance. The response from 
audiences and participants alike has been extremely 
generous and the celebratory nature of the festival has 
never been so marked.  As one of our participants from 
Switzerland said: “Something seemed to us particularly 
amazing, how present poetry was in everyone – 
listeners or performers, it didn't matter.  Poetry should 
be like breathing and we think that is what happened 
at StAnza.” And we, as organisers, couldn’t ask for 
better than that.’ 

Ian Rankin.

Graduate Crispin Bonham Carter.
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Skull on The Scores:
The mystery of the Castlecliffe crime scene
The discovery of fragments of a human skull in a shallow grave during excavation works 
in the grounds of Castlecliffe in early March prompted a police investigation and much 
speculation about the origin of the remains.

For several days after the grim 
discovery on March 10, Fife CID 
declared the grounds a potential 
crime scene. The site was cordoned 
off, crime scene tents appeared and 
Police called in an archaeologist from 
Fife Council to analyse the remains.

Here, archaeologist Douglas Speirs 
comments upon the find, sharing 
with The StAndard his theories on why 
human remains came to light on this 
particular patch of unconsecrated 
ground and who the deceased may 
have been.

Housing the University’s School of 
Economics, Castlecliffe House was 
designed by Edinburgh architect David 
Bryce (1803-1876) and built in 1869 for 
Thomas Purdie, an organic chemist at 
the University - after whom the School 
of Chemistry’s Purdie Building was 
named.

There is little archaeological or historical 
reason to expect to find a burial in 
the garden of a nineteenth century 
mansion. Nor is there any clue from 
the pre-nineteenth century uses of this 
site to indicate why a body should be 
buried here. Mapping evidence from the 
sixteenth century shows that this area 
existed as open communal grazing and 
farm land on the immediate edge of the 
mediaeval burgh of St Andrews until 
Castlecliffe House was built in 1869. 

According to Douglas Speirs, real life 
archaeological digs are not like “Time 
Team” type programmes on television. 
Although experts can generally tell 
reasonably quickly whether or not bones 
are new, it can often prove challenging 
to determine whether they are one 
hundred or one thousand years old, 
particularly when much of the evidence 
has been destroyed by the nature of 
their discovery – in this case, the bones 
were accidentally dug out of the ground 
by a JCB!

“You can’t look at a skeleton and be 
certain that the person was thirty-two 
years old and died at 6pm on a Tuesday,” 
said Douglas.  “Depending on the nature 
of the burial environment it may be 
possible for 600 year-old bones to look 
like they were buried yesterday and for 
a 10 year-old burial to look very dated 
indeed.”

Research shows that the area has 
never been a Christian cemetery or 
consecrated ground. Excavations at 
the nearby site of the Castle visitor 
centre have demonstrated that from 
the mid-twelfth century onwards, this 
general area was only ever used for 
agriculture, grazing and for occasional 
light industrial uses such as a tannery. 
Consequently it is surprising to find a 
burial here. So how can a human burial 
be accounted for in this location? 

Such uncertainty goes a long way 
towards explaining the crime scene tent 
which stood cordoning off the area at 
Castlecliffe for four days, as well as the 
police guard who monitored the site 24-
hours a day. Although investigations are 
far from finished, archaeologists have 

concluded that it is likely that the bones 
uncovered are of some antiquity rather 
than evidence of a recent crime.  

Douglas surmised, “The limited evidence 
currently available does not suggest 
that this is a modern burial. Rather, this 
burial is likely to be of some antiquity, 
probably mediaeval or early post-
mediaeval. In the normal course of 
events anyone dying in St Andrews from 
the early mediaeval period onwards 
would have been buried in one of the 
burgh's Christian cemeteries, but there 
are two exceptions to this general rule 
and they are the execution of criminals 
and the burial of plague victims.”

From the twelfth to seventeenth 
centuries, criminals were commonly 
put to death by the burgh authorities. 
Most were hanged on public land on the 
immediate outskirts of the burgh as a 
public example and the gallows of most 
historic Scottish burghs were commonly 
located within sight of the main roads in 
and out of a town. 

“An open location was ideal for 
accommodating the large crowds that 

Douglas Speirs retrieving a human bone from the soil.
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turned up to watch such hangings. 
A town gallows ornamented with 
executed criminals hanging in gibbets 
was a highly visual deterrent to would-
be criminals and would have been a 
common sight during the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. After a 
few days of public display, the bodies 
of the executed would have been cut 
down and unceremoniously buried on 
site. Thus, it's not uncommon to find 
skeletons on the outskirts of historic 
Scottish burghs,” explained Douglas.

He alleges that this happened frequently 
in Fife and has witnessed many similar 
skeleton finds in the other historic 
burghs. In 2002, during the building of 
the University's Gateway building on 
the North Haugh, two skeletons were 
discovered and excavated. Investigations 
showed these were almost certainly 
criminals who had been hanged and 
buried at the foot of the gallows.
 

According to Douglas, the other most 
common activity that might result 
in burials on the edge of an historic 
burgh, outwith an official cemetery, was 
the disposal of plague victims. From 
the mid-fourteenth century onwards, 
almost all east coast Scottish burghs 
experienced regular outbreaks of 
plague. 

Douglas said, “On average about every 
ten to fifteen years most burghs would 
experience a small outbreak and 
perhaps every fifty years or so they 

might experience a major outbreak. 
Being a port town with trading 
merchants and visiting scholars coming 
and going from the Continent, 
St Andrews probably experienced 
slightly more plague than most of 
Scotland's other historic towns.

”Burgh authorities were of course quick 
to respond to outbreaks of plague and 
the movement of the population was 
immediately restricted to prevent the 
spread of the disease. Those suspected 
of infection were usually shut up in their 
houses until they died. Once dead, they 
were collected at night and quickly 
taken to the edge of the burgh where 
they were buried in open communal 
ground, sometimes in collective graves. 
This act, although not completely 
unceremonious, was done with haste 
and infection control in mind. Therefore 
plague burials usually exhibit a slightly 
haphazard burial fashion and rarely 
include coffins.

“The location of this skeleton is closer 
to the edge of the historic burgh of 
St Andrews than would normally be 
expected for the burial of a highly 
infectious plague victim. However, it is 
not impossible.”

Although no detailed examination of 
the skeletal remains have yet been 
undertaken, it is evident that the 
remains discovered are those of an adult 
female, probably an older woman.  It 
is still too early to be completely sure 
but given the historical setting, it is 
likely that she was either a criminal or a 

plague victim and probably lived some 
time during the later mediaeval or early 
post-mediaeval period.

Douglas continued, “Historical records 
clearly show that many more men than 
women were put to death in St Andrews 
as criminals. Indeed, the only crime that 
saw more women than men executed 
was the crime of witchcraft. 

“There are of course other crimes for 
which it was possible for a woman 
to have been condemned to death. 
Indeed, for the few decades preceding 
the Reformation in 1560, St Andrews 
did more than its fair share of executing 
and burying heretics on public land 
surrounding the burgh.

“Quite simply, it is far too early to do 
anything other than speculate about this 
case. We can’t be completely sure about 
anything until the site is excavated fully 
and until we have a radiocarbon date for 
the bones.”

Based on the limited evidence currently 
available and from comparisons with 
similar cases from other historic Scottish 
towns, it is entirely probable that these 
remains represent a poor individual put 
to death and buried on public land. 

Douglas concluded, “We will never 
know her crime, but the evidence 
is commensurate with this being 
a criminal’s burial and statistically, 
witchcraft has to be a serious possibility.”

Fiona Armstrong

     

Annotated extract of Geddy’s map of St Andrews c.1580.

Frontal cranial fragment showing 
the soft, rounded features of the 
skull and un-pronounced brow 
ridge, all commensurate with the 
skull belonging to a female.
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Italian Film Festival comes to St Andrews
Fans of cinema and fans of Italy united at the beginning of May for the first ever 
St Andrews Italian Film Festival.

Here, Dr William Brown talks 
about the festival which 
involved the screening of 
five films over the course 
of three days and received 
local backing from the 
Centre for Film Studies at 
the University of St Andrews 
and from Fife Council. 

The festival opened with 
Her Whole Life Ahead, a 2008 
comedy by Paolo Virzì that 
deals with the trials and 
tribulations of young twenty-
somethings entering the 
world of corporate work for 
the first time.

Her Whole Life Ahead was followed by 
The Girl by the Lake, a thriller from first-
time director Andrea Molaioli. The film 
won ten Davide di Donatello awards 
(Italian ‘Oscars’), including Best Film, 
Best Director, and Best Actor for Toni 
Servillo, who starred in the recent Italian 
hits Gomorrah, Il Divo, and Consequences 
of Love.

Flying Lessons, from female director 
Francesca Archibugi, explores the lives 
of two Italian teenagers who go in 
search of their roots after failing their 
school exams.

Their journey of self-discovery – one of 
the boys is an adopted Indian seeking 
his real parents; the other comes to 
understand his Jewish roots – takes in 
Italy, India and Scotland, with Scottish 
actor Douglas Henshall (Primeval, The 
Strange Case of Sherlock Holmes & Arthur 

Conan Doyle) taking a prominent role in 
the film.

In honour of Italy’s most famous actress, 
Alida Valli, who has, after Greta Garbo, 
been described as the most beautiful 
leading lady in film history, there was 
also a screening of Carol Reed’s Oscar-
winning classic, The Third Man.

Written by Graham Greene, The 
Third Man stars Orson Welles as the 
unforgettable Harry Lime, and Joseph 
Cotten, in this thriller set in post-war 
Vienna.

The festival closed with a screening of A 
Perfect Day, the latest film by renowned 
Italian-Turkish director Ferzan Özpetek.  
Taking place over the course of 24 
hours, and based on Melania Mazzucco’s 
popular novel, A Perfect Day is a serious 
but hopeful look at domestic violence in 
contemporary Rome.

Screenings of the films 
were accompanied by 
introductions and talks from 
specialists in Italian cinema 
and culture.

All screenings took place 
at the New Picture House 
Cinema on North Street, 
St Andrews.

On Saturday 2 May, the 
University’s Italian Society 
held an Italian Garden Party, 
featuring food and wine from 
the generous sponsors at 
Jannetta’s, the Little Italian 
Shop and Luvians.  

The Italian Film Festival is part of a 
nationwide, touring festival that takes 
in Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, Dublin, 
Manchester, Dundee, Inverness, and, 
for the first time, St Andrews. The 
nationwide event is organised by the 
Italian Film Festival UK, in conjunction 
with the Istituto Italiano di Cultura 
in Edinburgh, and with support from 
Scottish Screen and the National 
Lottery.  

The festival provided a fantastic 
opportunity for cinephiles and Italian 
fans to get together for a weekend in 
May. Thanks to all those who came 
along – and we look forward to seeing 
others at the forthcoming French Film 
Festival, due to be held in December. 
Ciao!

Dr William Brown, 
Centre for Film Studies

For further information on cinema in St Andrews visit:-

New Picture House Cinema, St Andrews   www.nphcinema.co.uk/   Tel: (01334) 473509

Centre for Film Studies, University of St Andrews   www.st-andrews.ac.uk/filmstudies/



27

GOWN

It’s all academic
NAME: Simon Herrington

POSITION:  John Reid Professor of Pathology, Bute 
Medical School

AREA/S OF RESEARCH: Clinical pathology, with a 
particular interest in cancer diagnosis and in how viruses 
cause cancer. I also work at Ninewells Hospital as a 
consultant pathologist: my clinical expertise is in the 
diagnosis of gynaecological disease, for example cervical 
cancer, and this provides me with an important link that 
helps me to apply my research to clinical practice.

WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE THIS FIELD OF RESEARCH?  

I became interested in pathology (the study and diagnosis of 
disease) when I was training to be a doctor. As a junior doctor 
I worked in a cancer hospital and became fascinated by how 
cancer develops. When I was studying for my PhD there was a 
lot of interest in viruses and cancer and I became involved in 
this area through the research team I worked with in Oxford. 
More recently, I have been working with the School of Physics 
& Astronomy in St Andrews to develop new methods for 
cancer diagnosis: this came about through a shared interest 
in the application of new physics methods to clinical medicine.

WHY IS YOUR RESEARCH IMPORTANT? 

Viruses cause approximately one in seven cancers worldwide, 
most notably cervical cancer and liver cancer. Much of 
my work has looked at how the human papillomavirus 
(HPV), which is the cause of cervical cancer, leads to cancer 
development and how knowledge of the way the virus works 
can be used to identify and treat cancer and pre-cancer. 
My work with physics extends this by developing methods 
that use laser light to identify cancer. This approach could 
potentially provide new ways to detect cancer early.

WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY ABOUT YOUR WORK? 

The day-to-day variety of a job that involves teaching, research 
and working as a hospital doctor.

NAME:  Peter Lehr

POSITION:  Lecturer in Terrorism Studies, CSTPV/School of International Relations

AREA/S OF RESEARCH:  Maritime Terrorism, Piracy, Organised Crime (with a focus on the Indian Ocean and Asia-Pacific)

WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE THIS FIELD OF RESEARCH?

Hard to explain. Somehow, it just happened: I studied Politics of South and Southeast Asia at Heidelberg, taught Asian Security 
Relations, and got interested in some of the non-traditional security threats I stumbled across quite frequently – organised crime 
(Yakuza, Triads, Bombay Syndicates), piracy (opportunistic and organised), terrorism (local and regional root causes) and, finally, 
HIV/AIDS (which is rather dormant at the moment).

WHAT IS THE MOST INTERESTING FINDING YOU HAVE 
MADE? 

The most useful work contributed to the introduction of 
testing for HPV in the cervical screening programme. My 
recent work with Physics has been very interesting as it 
involves a completely new way of thinking about disease 
diagnosis.

AND WHAT DEVELOPMENTS AND/OR CHALLENGES DO 
YOU FORESEE IN THE FUTURE? 

Working at the interface between disciplines is both exciting 
and challenging. Developing new methods for cancer 
diagnosis will require not only rigorous laboratory evaluation 
but also efficient translation into clinical practice, where the 
challenges are significant.

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO  ST ANDREWS? 

Having been born and brought up in Scotland, I trained in 
science and medicine in England. I think I always knew I 
would come back to Scotland at some point so, when the 
opportunity arose to come to St Andrews, I jumped at it.

AND WHAT MAKES YOU STAY HERE? 

The size of the University means that working with people in 
other disciplines is not only feasible but effective, providing a 
much more stimulating academic environment than is often 
found in larger institutions. 
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WHY IS YOUR RESEARCH 
IMPORTANT?

Finding ways to deal with rampant 
and highly organised piracy off the 
coasts of Somalia in the short run and 
tackling the root causes of piracy there 
(and elsewhere) in the long run would 
enhance safety and security both at sea 
(for the seafarers) as well as on land (for 
the fishing communities affected by 
pirate groups operating in their midst). 

WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY ABOUT 
YOUR WORK?

I meet interesting – and, at times, quite 
dangerous – people from both sides of 
the proverbial fence: counter-terrorism 
experts from the police and the armed 
forces on the one side; and ‘real’ pirates 
and organised crime figures on the 
other (the latter well outside of the EU 
borders, and in a very deniable way, 
mind you…).

WHAT IS THE MOST INTERESTING 
FINDING YOU HAVE MADE?

There are several interesting findings, 
most of them related to organised 
crime and piracy. The most important 
one however relates to a two-year 
research project on regionalisation in 
the Indian Ocean. After doing hundreds 
of interviews in Indian Ocean rim states, 
and after having gone to basically all 
available literature, I realised that the 
reason for the absence of any major 
successful regionalisation in the Indian 
Ocean as a whole can be explained 
by the different ‘mental maps’ of this 
ocean in the minds of three different 
communities: the policy makers, the 
business sector, and the epistemic 
community. In plain English, I realised 
that attempts to establish multilateral 
fora in the Indian Ocean failed because 
nobody with a real say on such matters 
cared – “nobody” here meaning 
government officials and business 
people. The only ones who did and do 
care are the members of the epistemic 
community – academics, journalists and 
other members of the cultural sector. 
But they are not able to influence the 
shape of things to come – at least not 
alone.

It remains to be 
seen whether the 
‘clear and present 
danger’ of piracy 
in the Gulf of 
Aden/Arabian 
Sea will result 
in a gradual 
and probably 
very low-key 
regionalisation, 
along the line 
of regional 
initiatives in the 
Bay of Bengal 
and the Strait 
of Malacca. One 
possibility could be the emergence of a 
regional anti-piracy patrol similar to the 
Malacca Strait Patrol, another one could 
be the creation of a more ambitious 
forum dealing with a broader range of 
matters of common interest comparable 
to BIMSTEC in the Bay of Bengal. Quite 
an interesting research project, isn’t it?

AND WHAT DEVELOPMENTS AND/OR 
CHALLENGES DO YOU FORESEE IN 
THE FUTURE?

First of all, the threat of maritime 
terrorism remains a valid one. Thus, 
taking a close look at the capabilities 
and intentions of certain terrorist 
groups is a sine qua non when it comes 
to strengthening the security of our 
ships, ports and harbours. One needs to 
‘keep it real’, though: too many self-
appointed consultants earn a lot of 
money by talking up the threat – typical 
for the so-called ‘terrorist industry’.

Broadening the scope of my research 
from piracy and maritime terrorism 
to naval security in the Indian Ocean 
and Asia-Pacific is number two on 
my agenda. Against the backdrop 
of shrinking energy resources – the 
bulk of which is transported via the 
sea – it is quite important to study 
the implications of China’s and India’s 
current arms-acquisition programmes 
for naval security in these oceans in a 
2025/2030 setting. Si vis pacem, para 
bellum (if you want peace, prepare 
for war) is a motto I still take seriously 

– all the fanciful talks about the 
obsolescence of conventional wars 
notwithstanding.

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO 
ST ANDREWS?

The interesting job advert: in 2004, the 
CSTPV was looking for a research fellow 
specialised in terrorism, organized 
crime, and piracy. I guess I was the only 
one covering all three topics – such a 
combination of research areas is quite, 
well, ‘unusual’… Obviously, that was 
meant to be ‘my’ job, and obviously 
again, I got it…

AND WHAT MAKES YOU STAY HERE?

I’m currently involved with the CSTPV’s 
e-learning programme on terrorism 
studies. For that, we are developing 
more courses – quite a challenge, since 
this is the cutting edge of learning. Also, 
in the School of International Relations 
there are some colleagues with whom 
I could develop a research cluster on 
Asian Security Relations – something 
that I’m rather keen on doing.

And finally, despite my whining about 
St Andrews being small and far away 
from basically everything, I actually like 
it here. The quality of life is generally 
good, the views from the coastal path 
are stunning, and the commute to work 
by bus are only 15 minutes. And, of 
course, there’s my second living room: 
the ‘Central’ in Market Street !
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Academic appointments
School of Modern Languages
Department of French 

Elise Hugueny-Léger 

Elise Hugueny-Léger graduated from the University of Franche-Comté in Besançon 
in 2002 with an MA in English and a BA in French. This background naturally took 
her to Britain in 2002 to teach French at secondary level. After two years as a 
language assistant in Suffolk, she embarked on a PhD in French literature at Durham 
University. She completed her PhD on the autobiographical works of contemporary 
author Annie Ernaux in 2007 and joined the French Department at the University of 
St Andrews in 2008. 

Her research interests lie in the field of contemporary French literature, culture 
and intellectual life, with particular emphasis on the theory and practice of 
autobiography and autofiction. Since joining the French Department Elise has 
become involved in collaborative projects in the field of autobiographical writing 
with the International Auto/Biography Association and with the French Association 
pour l’Autobiographie. She is planning to set up a research centre devoted to the 
study of autobiography and to organise events in that area in St Andrews and in 
Scotland in years to come. 

Julia Prest

Julia Prest is coming to St Andrews from the Department of French at Yale University, where she 
has been teaching a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses since 2002.  She has been 
Director of Undergraduate Studies in French at Yale for three years and also holds an honorary 
appointment in the Theatre Studies Programme.

Born and raised in Oxford, Julia Prest studied for a Combined Honours degree in French and Music 
at the University of Birmingham where she specialised in seventeenth-century French theatre and 
twentieth-century Czech opera.  During her third undergraduate year, she studied Music at the 
University of Provence in Aix.  

After graduation, she spent a year teaching English at the University of Montpellier, before going to Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge where she wrote her PhD on Molière’s comedy-ballets, comparing early performances at the French court with later 
ones in the public theatre in Paris. Before going to Yale, Julia Prest spent three years as a Junior Research Fellow at Jesus College, 
Oxford, where she also took a diploma in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education. Her monograph, entitled Theatre under 
Louis XIV: Cross-casting and the Performance of Gender in Drama, Ballet and Opera was published by Palgrave in 2006. Julia has 
published articles on subjects ranging from medical satire to Louis XIV’s mistresses to the Affair of the Poisons, and two critical 
editions. She is currently working on a book project on theatrical controversy in France in which she argues that the ambiguity 
inherent in the theatrical genre was constantly in tension with the absolute truths on which the ancien régime depended.  

Julia Prest is a reviewer for the Times Literary Supplement.  She is also a keen singer, having sung in many choral groups, including 
the City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus under the direction of Sir Simon Rattle.  She is looking forward to pursuing her musical 
interests when she joins the French Department at St Andrews this summer.

Her research collaborations have led her to organise creative writing workshops and a creative writing group in French, and she is 
very keen to develop this aspect in the future. 
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Dr John Mitchell
School of Chemistry
 

Dr John Mitchell has recently been appointed to a SULSA Readership at the University of St Andrews. He 
has a PhD in Theoretical Chemistry from Cambridge, and returned there from University College London in 
2000 to take up a Lectureship in Molecular Informatics. 
 

His recent research has centred on the interface between chemistry and biology and has used 
computational techniques to address a diversity of problems. His group use computational methods to 
study enzyme reaction mechanisms. They have recently developed the MACiE database of enzyme reaction mechanisms in 
collaboration with Professor Janet Thornton at the EMBL-EBI and have conducted a thorough survey of the chemical mechanisms 
used in enzyme catalysis. He has also worked extensively on the prediction of molecular properties such as melting point 
and solubility from chemical structure, using both Informatics and Theoretical Chemistry methodologies. This includes the 
development and application of machine learning algorithms in a computational drug discovery context.

Dr Stuart A MacNeill
Bute Medical School

Dr David Shuker
School of Biology

Dr David Shuker is a NERC Advanced Research Fellow who started in the School of Biology on 1 February 
2009. 

His research focuses on the evolution of reproductive behaviour in insects. This work brings together 
functional and mechanistic studies at the genetic and whole organism level to test evolutionary theory. 

David has worked extensively on sex allocation in Nasonia wasps, developing and testing extensions to 
Local Mate Competition theory to explore how information constraints limit adaptation. Current sex ratio research is focusing on 
genetic constraints, including identifying regions of the genome associated with sex ratio variation.

Other ongoing projects include natural and sexual selection on Nasonia life histories, how intra- and intergenomic conflicts 
influence adaptive sex allocation (in Nasonia and Planococcus mealybugs), and the importance of sexual conflict in population 
differentiation (in Lygaeus bugs).

 
Dr Stuart MacNeill joined the Centre for Biomolecular Sciences in the School of Biology on 1 March 
2009 as a Reader in Translational Biology, a position funded for the first five years by the Scottish 
Universities Life Science Alliance (SULSA).
 

Research in his lab is focused on gaining a detailed understanding of the fundamental molecular 
mechanisms that our cells use to copy the genetic material, DNA. Two very different simple model 
systems are used for these studies: a fission yeast first isolated from East African millet beer in the 1890s 
and a salt-loving archaeal organism discovered in the Dead Sea in the 1970s. Both these organisms are 
easy to grow in the lab and both are particularly well suited to the type of molecular genetic analysis 
that has provided many key insights into how our cells copy DNA, with the fidelity necessary to ensure 
that our genetic material is passed down faithfully through the generations.

 
Prior to being recruited by the University of St Andrews, Dr MacNeill had been an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Biology at the University of Copenhagen for four years from 2005-2009, and before that was a Wellcome Trust Senior Research 
Fellow in Basic Biomedical Science at the University of Edinburgh from 2000-2005.

GOWN
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Professor Steven P Nolan
School of Chemistry

Rana Fakhoury
School of Management

Sue Healy
Schools of Psychology & Biology
 

Dr Sue Healy joined the Schools of Psychology and Biology as a Reader in January 
2009. Sue, who was born in Wanganui, New Zealand, gained her BSc (Honours 
First Class, Zoology & Physiology) at the University of Otago, New Zealand, 
followed by a D Phil (Zoology) at the University of Oxford. Here at St Andrews she 
will be developing her internationally renowned research into the relationship 
between an animal’s environment and its mental abilities.
 

Sue’s work involves a combination of different types of studies. She examines 
the mental capacities of animals and the ways they use them in the wild, and 
examines the brain mechanisms that underlie these capacities. Field work ranges 
far and wide in some of the most exotic parts of the globe, from studying memory 
in free-living rufous hummingbirds in Canada to nest building by weaver birds in 
Botswana. 

Steven P Nolan received his BSc in Chemistry from the University of West Florida and his PhD from 
the University of Miami where he worked under the supervision of Professor Carl D Hoff. After a post-
doctoral stay with Professor Tobin J Marks at Northwestern University, he joined the Department of 
Chemistry of the University of New Orleans in 1990. 

In 2006 he joined the Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia (ICIQ) as Group leader and ICREA 
Research Professor before joining the School of Chemistry at the University of St Andrews in early 
2009.

Professor Nolan’s research interests revolve around the design and synthesis of transition metal complexes enabling catalytic 
organic transformations.

Beirut-born Rana joined the University in October last year after she earned her 
Master’s degree with Distinction from the School of Management. Having worked as 
a Marketing specialist in the financial services industry for six years, she appreciated 
the opportunity to stay in St Andrews. 

Before graduating from Notre Dame University in 2003 with a joint Honours in 
Advertising & Marketing, Rana had already been appointed as a Marketing Executive, 
assisting the Vice-President of the largest insurance company in the Middle East. 
Rana left this position four years later to take up a Senior Analyst post in another 
financial services company in Beirut.

In October 2006, Rana visited St Andrews for the first time as a tourist. A ten-day stay convinced her that the University and the 
town were for her and Rana is pleased to move across to the other side of the classroom. 

In St Andrews, Sue will contribute to the world-famous 'Origins of Mind' research group in Psychology. With a foot in both 
Psychology and Biology she will also help to consolidate a long-standing collaboration between the two Schools, a collaboration 
which has brought many dividends in terms of understanding animal behaviour and the evolution of mind in general.
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Guess where? 
 

Again, we take a closer look at some of the town and gown’s 
most distinctive features – can you guess what it is yet?  
Answers on page 61

1            2                     3

4            5                          6

7           8                       9
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Lost literary treasures come to life
A hidden treasure trove of unpublished poems, letters and notes belonging to Honorary  St Andrews’ Professor Douglas 
Dunn will be brought to life by University archivists. 

Norman Reid  and Chris Jones.

The entire literary archive of Dunn, one 
of Scotland’s most respected writers, 
will be the subject of scrutiny over the 
coming months, with the appointment 
of an archivist to work full time on the 
collection.

Professor Dunn, a recently retired 
lecturer at the School of English, agreed 
to the sale of his archive as a mark of his 
affection to the St Andrews community, 
despite interest from the US in British 
literary archives. The prolific writer, 
who joined the University in 1989, was 
Director of the University’s Scottish 
Studies Centre and founder of the 
popular MLitt in Creative Writing. He will 
work closely with the University during 
the archival process, which is expected 
may take several years.

Much of the collection is deeply 
personal, from diaries and journals to 
letters from fellow writers Ted Hughes, 
Edwin Morgan and Seamus Heaney. As 
well as original manuscripts and unseen 
drafts of his best-known work, the 
archive contains unique material such 
as early poems and short stories written 
by Dunn as a schoolboy.  

Dr Chris Jones, a senior lecturer with 
the School of English, approached the 
Carnegie Trust when he heard that 

the University had acquired over 100 boxes of 
documents spanning a forty-year period. The 
resulting near £20,000 funding will allow for 
the appointment of a dedicated archivist who 
will begin the lengthy task of opening up the 
collection and creating an online catalogue.  

The existing archive will soon be supplemented 
by a mass of additional documents still to come 
from Dunn's own files. The additions are expected 
to contain both personal material and records of 
Dunn's activities at the University of St Andrews.  
The collection will sit alongside archival material 
related to literary luminaries such as Siegfried 
Sassoon, J M Barrie and Andrew Lang, placing 
St Andrews firmly on the map as an important 
resource for literary holdings.

Douglas Dunn.
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Master Mundus 
Encouraging overseas students to St Andrews 
By Gustavo San Román, St Andrews Co-ordinator of Master 
Mundus, Crossways in European Humanities.

The name Erasmus is probably familiar to most people involved in any way with university 
life. It is the Brussels umbrella term for the programme that offers student and staff mobility 
across Europe; in Higher Education, the section that deals with undergraduate study is 
Socrates, and St Andrews has had a good number of exchanges under this arrangement 
with partner universities in several European countries. The School of Modern Languages 
takes the lion’s share of these, as a proportion of our students, many of them combining 
one language with another subject, are keen to spend the year abroad taking courses at 

Gustavo (right) with visiting 
scholar Désiré.
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one of our partner institutions and bring 
back credits and marks that become part 
of their Honours programme. 

In 2004 the School became involved in 
a new strand of Erasmus which involves 
postgraduate study and answers to 
the name Master Mundus. The aim 
of the new programme is to attract 
the brightest non-EU students who 
would otherwise head for the United 
States. Around 15-20 very generous 
scholarships are given every year 
to successful applicants from ‘third-
countries’ to embark on a course that 
involves a period of study of at least one 

GOWN

	
I am 28 years old, currently in my second semester of the Master 
Mundus Crossways in European Humanities in the universities of 
Santiago de Compostela, St Andrews (where I am right now) and 
Lisbon. I work as a journalist in Brazil and I decided to apply so as to 
gain a global approach in humanities studies which would expand 
my academic development and life experience and bring benefits to 
my career. In Brazil it is difficult to take postgraduate studies and work 
at the same time – to spend time just studying is a luxury for us. So, I 
was conscious of the great chance ahead when I received the email 
saying I had been selected. 

When I chose the three universities among the possible seven, I 
focused on the courses each of them offered and how they would fit 
into my background and research project. I didn’t expect my student 
experience would be so challenging as well as exciting. Firstly, I had to get used to studying in new languages. Secondly, 
I had to learn according to a different schedule of classes and work. In Spain I had a very demanding timetable of classes. 
As a student of European identities, it was a great experience to have the chance to live in such a nationalist part of the 
country, as Galicia is. I met very committed students and a lively cultural life over there.

The second semester is proving a very different experience. Here in St Andrews I spend less time in classes, but much 
more time working by myself. The library has become my second home, and what a nice second home it is! It was strange 
in the beginning – I could leave my room, search for a book in the library, take notes, return it, watch movies and leave 
the place without talking to anyone else. Studying here is more independent than at home or in Spain. The teachers are 
tutors, but the work I have to do all by myself. This makes the research more concentrated and personalised. Another 
characteristic from here is the variety of students. They come from all over the world. The number of foreigners in St 
Andrews makes the classes much more interesting as they bring many points of view and different life experiences.

It is necessary to take a long distance view to look at something with focus. This is what I feel now, after leaving Brazil to 
study in Europe for a while. Far from home, I have a better perspective. I can see clearly the problems we have and what 
the priorities for change are and, on the other hand, why Brazil is so special for me. I feel even closer to my people, my 
identity. I am sure this experience abroad will make a difference – for me and for my country – when I return.

Mariana Filgueiras De Souza,
Master Mundus student 2008-2010.

Master Mundus - a student’s view

semester at each of three universities 
over a period of two years. At the end of 
their course they get a ‘multiple’ degree: 
a diploma from each of the participating 
universities plus a Bologna-style degree 
supplement describing the structure 
of their studies and listing the courses 
taken. Though geared primarily to non-
Europeans, EU residents can also apply 
and may get some help towards their 
fees from local sources. 

Joining the Master Mundus scheme 
meant the creation of a consortium 
of five universities who decided on a 
course based on literary studies under 

the label ‘Crossways in European 
Humanities’. The original partners were 
the universities of Sheffield, Nova Lisboa, 
Bergamo and Perpignan – the 
co-ordinating institution and an 
established St Andrews Socrates 
partner. In 2006 two other institutions, 
from Germany and Spain, joined us: 
Tubingen and Santiago de Compostela. 
As part of our recruiting drive a number 
of colleagues from the Consortium 
travelled to distant lands to speak about 
the degree, and as a result we have had 
keen applications from countries as 
far apart as India, Russia, South Africa, 
Australia and Brazil. So far we have 
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This stay in Europe (Nov 2008 – March 2009) had three main 
objectives for me: to deepen and diversify my research interests; 
to give lectures, classes and workshops at the partner universities 
(Université de Perpignan Via-Domitia, University of Sheffield 
and University of St Andrews) and to explore avenues for future 
collaboration between our universities.

At St Andrews, I was invited to present a paper on Inter-cultural 
relations and Francophone African Literatures of ‘migritude’ at 
the seminar series of the Institute of European Cultural Identity 
Studies. This seminar was the opportunity to analyse and 
share views on the treatment of the notion of interculturality, a 
concept borrowed from sociology, in post-colonial francophone 
African literatures. The paper interrogates interculturality first 
as a fashionable concept that corresponded to the need to find in words the remedy to the caveats encountered by 
the various European integration policies. The number of training courses devoted to interculturality or the existence 
of a UNESCO professorship on it, all attest to its appeal. Yet, the concept has a history of its own and its genesis should 
be recalled. Interculturality can be seen as the cultural outcome of globalisation: an encounter between cultures. 
Its apparent depoliticised nature immediately points to precisely the opposite: in light of the ‘clash of civilisations’ 
(Huntington), there would be a need to abandon a normative approach to culture and favour a more ‘neutral’ one. 
However, the central question is: can one really ever be neutral regarding cultural issues? To answer it, I tried to 
pursue two directions.  Firstly, through an overview of the various broad understandings of culture and its corollary 
interculturality in relation to the history of migration literatures in order to understand current changes. The second 
part explored the theme of interculturality in some works of the ‘migritude’ trend – a term which contracts ‘negritude’ (a 
movement of anti-colonialist black writing which began in the 1930s) and migration, the contemporary experience of 
many African writers working and publishing in Europe.  

I am particularly grateful to Lorna Milne, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, to David Culpin, who chaired the seminar, to Gustavo 
San Romān, Director of Master Mundus and of the Institute of European Cultural Identity Studies at St Andrews, to 
Elodie Laügt, Seminar series co-ordinator for the French Department and to all colleagues from that department and its 
secretarial staff who were extremely helpful in facilitating my integration into the University.

Désiré K Wa Kabwe-Segatti, Senior Lecturer 
Department of French, University of Johannesburg

Master Mundus - a visiting scholar’s view

had 54 students from a wide variety of 
countries and have heard from some 
of them regarding their post-Mundus 
careers in the diplomatic service, 
lecturing and administration at a high 
level in international organisations. 

Mundus also provides generous funds 
for Visiting Scholars from around 
the world for a period of up to three 
months, normally divided between 
three institutions. These are academics 
of distinction that bring their expertise 
in research and teaching to the 
Consortium and in turn benefit from 
contact with researchers in their field. 

St Andrews has had the pleasure of 
receiving scholars from Argentina, 
Japan, Canada, Brazil, the United States 
and, most recently, from the University 
of Johannesburg in the person of Desiré 
Wa Kabwe-Segatti, who has been kind 
enough to tell us about his experience 
for The StAndard.

We are now at an interesting crossroads 
in our Crossways, as Brussels is 
currently inviting new applications 
for what is now called Mundus 2, the 
programme which will replace the 
original Mundus after 2011. The new 
model will include scholarships – to be 

renamed fellowships – for EU students 
as well as for third-country ones and, a 
welcome development, also doctoral 
programmes. The competition for 
applications will be tough and the 
funding from Brussels will be more 
complex and, it seems, less generous 
to UK institutions, so the latter may 
find it less attractive to join. Whether 
we continue or not, we can say without 
hesitation (or modesty) that we will have 
managed, in Mundus 1, what has been 
a tough and complex enterprise with a 
good degree of success. 

GOWN
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Spotlight on STEP
What do a day school on Jane Austen, a beginners’ class in Arabic and specialist training for 
Children’s Panel members have in common?  They are all part of the varied portfolio of courses 
offered by the University through STEP – St Andrews Extension Programmes.  

Formed in August 2007, STEP brings together elements of continuing education, language teaching, 
summer programmes and CPD within one unit.  The StAndard met with Ruth Harris, Short Course 
Co-ordinator of STEP, to find out about their aim to make the expertise and resources of the University 
available to the wider community locally, nationally and internationally.  Here, Ruth outlines the services 
provided by the unit.

North American Summer 
Programmes 

The North American Summer 
Programmes for High School students 
have been running for over ten years 
now and are the only pre-college 
programmes of their kind which are 
officially run by a Scottish university. 
They have attracted significant numbers 
to the University not only for the 
duration of the courses but also in many 
cases joining us later as undergraduate 
and postgraduate students.  

The Scottish Studies programme 
encompasses history, literature, 
architecture, art and music, while 
Creative Writing includes master classes 
and workshops on poetry and prose 
offered by leading writers such as A L 
Kennedy, Robert Crawford and Douglas 
Dunn. Students on both programmes 
also enjoy a range of excursions to 
iconic destinations such as Dunnottar 
Castle, Falkland Palace, Loch Ness and 
Princes Street, Edinburgh!   For the 
more adventurous there is also the 
opportunity to conquer a munro or two.

New for this year is the International 
Summer Programme aimed at North 
American undergraduate students. 
STEP is delighted to be working with 
the School of English and the School 
of History to offer five-week courses 
in British Literature from Shakespeare 
to Scottish Crime Fiction and Scotland 
in Europe.  We are very much looking 
forward to the launch of this new 
initiative and hope to expand the 
Programme to involve other academic 
Schools in 2010 and beyond.

Open Association 

The Open Association programme 
this year has included such diverse 
topics as Astronomy, Calligraphy, 
Mediaeval Monasticism and Italian 
Cinema, to name but a few, and has 
attracted nearly 1,000 participants from 
St Andrews and beyond.  Activities 
include the Friday Evening Lecture 
series. The range of classes on offer has 
been enhanced through our continued 
collaboration with the St Andrews 
Botanic Garden and the Steeple Arts 
Centre in Newburgh.

Next semester’s brochure will be 
available in June boasting an image 
makeover, and throughout the year new 
courses and lecturers will complement 
the regular features which remain 
hugely popular from year to year.  
Established favourites such as Listening 
to Music, Page to Stage and Geology 
will rub shoulders with a new day school 
on Woody Allen and a ‘Darwin Day’ 
in the Bell Pettigrew Museum.  Open 
Association tutors and lecturers include 
visiting speakers from across the UK as 
well as from within our own University 
postgraduate and full-time academic 

community.  We are always on the 
lookout for new ideas to ensure that the 
Open Association can offer something 
to appeal to everyone, so if you have 
any suggestions of courses or lectures 
which you would like to offer – or which 
you would like to be able to attend – we 
would love to hear from you.

Evening Languages 
and English Summer 
Programmes 

STEP also runs the extremely popular 
Evening Languages and English 
Language Summer programmes 
which attract hundreds of participants 
every year. The Evening Languages 
programme currently offers courses in 
Arabic, Chinese, French, Gaelic, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Russian and Spanish 
at different levels. All the courses are 
taught by an eclectic and experienced 
group of teachers and attract an 
excellent mix of ‘town and gown’ in the 
classroom. Having recently moved our 
classes from Kinnessburn into the new 
Arts Building we can now offer more 
students than ever the chance to learn 

An excursion to Falkland Palace.
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 Looking for the Loch Ness monster.

a new language or brush up their skills, 
although it is still advisable to book as 
early as possible to make sure you don’t 
miss out.

The English Language Summer School is 
well into its second decade of existence, 
providing courses in General English 
and English for Business for students 
of all ages from around the world.  A 
variety of excursions and social events 
complement the intensive language 
teaching, making the most of the 
beautiful and historic setting which 
attracts so many of our participants to St 
Andrews. For some students our courses 
have become a regular highlight of their 
summer and our loyal band of teachers 
also return year after year, ensuring 
that we can provide the consistently 
high quality of tuition which is the 
University’s hallmark whatever the 
season.  

Evening Degree and 
University Challenge

The Evening Degree is now in its 
ninth year, which makes it almost an 
institution around the University and 
the local community. By the time of the 
graduation ceremonies in June 2009 
over 80 students will have completed 
their Master of Arts degrees through 
this route – combining demanding 
academic study with equally 
demanding jobs, caring responsibilities, 
or the pressures of coping with ill 
health or a disability.  The programme is 
targeted at adult learners living in Fife 
and Tayside who might well have, in the 
words of the press adverts, ‘missed out 
on higher education’.  

Many of those enrolled on 
the Evening Degree work 
in the University, whether 
in administrative, technical, 
residential or other support 
services. They know only too 
well the pressures on those 
who go out to classes one or 
two evenings a week, after 
a long working day, and 
who spend probably too 
many weekends poring over 
textbooks and computer 
screens. They will also 
confirm (I hope) the pleasure 
of sharing an intellectual 
passion for Scottish History, Human 
Biology, Philosophy, Art History or 
Psychology (to name but a few of the 
modules on offer within the degree) 
with fellow students and an enthusiastic 
tutor, and the personal satisfaction that 
comes with completing each module 
and moving that step closer to the 
Master of Arts degree.

The Evening Degree has recently 
been joined by a sister programme, 
the University Challenge, which 
makes individual Evening Degree 
modules available to those who wish 
to pursue university-level study but 
not necessarily commit to taking the 
full degree.  We would be delighted to 
discuss part-time study with anyone 
who might be interested in taking up 
this opportunity.

Children's Hearings Training 
Unit

The Children's Hearings system (or 
Children's Panel) is unique to Scotland 
and addresses the needs and behaviour 
of children and young people who 
face serious problems. Each panel 
consists of a group of people from 
the community from a wide range of 
backgrounds.  There are about 2,500 
children’s panel members across 
Scotland, all of whom are volunteers 
who are carefully selected and highly 
trained. 

This training is funded by the Scottish 
Government and delivered by four 
units based at Scottish Universities 

including here at St Andrews. The team 
within STEP is responsible for training 
panel members in the East Central belt 
of Scotland.  Participants learn about 
areas such as the history and principles 
of the system, law and procedure, 
child development and local resources. 
They also gain valuable transferable 
skills including teamwork, effective 
communication, analytical thinking, 
decision-making and negotiating.  

There is a lot of hard work involved, but 
we do make sure that people have fun 
at the same time because they learn 
much better that way. A new panel 
member recently gave this feedback: 
"I really enjoyed the experience, I can't 
wait to start sitting on hearings and 
making a difference." That sums up what 
we are trying to achieve. 

Many of the courses offered by 
STEP are eligible for funding 

through the Scottish government’s 
ILA (Individual Learning Account) 

scheme – see 
www.ilascotland.org.uk 

for more details.  

STEP are currently updating their 
web pages and hope to be able 
to offer online booking for Open 

Association and Evening Language 
courses in the 2009/2010 academic 

year. For further details contact 
the STEP office on email: 
saep@st-andrews.ac.uk 

or Extension: 2206.  
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Prestigious prizes in St Andrews 
Professor Lorna Huston

Research into the `extraordinary circumstantial and psychological realism' of Shakespeare has been 
recognised at the University of St Andrews. 
 

Professor Lorna Hutson, Head of the School of English, has won the 2008 Roland H Bainton Prize for 
her book, The Invention of Suspicion: Law and Mimesis in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama. 
 

The Sixteenth Century Society, which awards three prizes annually, selected Professor Hutson's work 
as the best book in the area of literature. The prize is named in honour of the long-time Yale professor 
and 20th-century church historian.  Professor Hutson was recognised for demonstrating `originality of 
research, methodological skill and innovation, development of fresh and stimulating interpretations 
and literary quality'.

Historian wins national 
award

An historian 
from the 
University of 
St Andrews 
has been 
honoured 
for his research 
into Scotland 
in the Viking 
age.  

Alex Woolf, a lecturer in the School of 
History, has been awarded the Scottish 
History Book of the Year title for the first 
book in twenty years on the destruction 
of the Picts.  

Mr Woolf, one of four authors singled 
out this year, was honoured by the 
Saltire Society for his book From 
Pictland to Alba 789-1070, a historical 
monograph published in 2007.  The 
book, Volume 2 in the New Edinburgh 
History of Scotland series, examines the 
mysterious disappearance of the Picts 
and their language and the sudden rise 
to prominence of the Gaelic-speaking 
Scots. 

Using a range of contemporary 
accounts and surviving fragmentary 
sources, the book has been commended 
as the most coherent account of the 
darkest period in Scottish history to 
date.

Dr Nathan MacDonald

A St Andrews' academic has been awarded a prestigious 
research prize by the German Federal Minister of Education and 
Research.

Dr Nathan MacDonald, a lecturer in Old Testament at the School 
of Divinity, is the only recipient of the award from the United 
Kingdom.

Award-winning arts duo

Two academics at the University of St Andrews have 
been awarded top UK prizes for their world-leading 
contributions to the arts.

Dr Alexander Marr, from the School of Art History, and 
Dr Simon MacLean, a lecturer in the department of 
Mediaeval History, have both won prestigious Philip 
Leverhulme Prizes.

With a value of £70,000 each, the prizes are awarded to 
outstanding young scholars who have made a substantial 
contribution to their particular field of study and whose 
future shows great promise.

Dr Alexander Marr.

Dr Simon MacLean.

The Sofja-Kovalevskaja prize is worth £1.3 million over five years and will fund a 
small research team led by Dr MacDonald based at the University of Göttingen. 

He is one of eight scholars from around the world to win the Sofja-Kovalevskaja 
Award and the only non-scientist from among the eight awardees.

Dr MacDonald and his research team will examine the different forms that 
monotheism (belief in a single God) took within early Judaism during the period 
586-333 BC. 
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The Credit Crunch – A personal reflection
By Gavin Reid, Professor of Economics at St Andrews and Director for the Centre for Research into Industry, 
Enterprise, Finance and the Firm (CRIEFF). 

Today is a pleasant day to be writing 
about a gloomy topic. I opened the 
financial pages of The Scotsman 
to read ‘Financial stocks enjoyed 
stellar gains in London yesterday as 
investors were tempted back into 
banking and insurance’. The music 
to ‘What a Difference a Day Makes’ 
played at the back of my mind.

In the adjacent column, James Chang 
was eulogising the shares of Want Want, 
which produces snacks like rice crackers, 
flavoured milk, soft candy, biscuits and 
jelly. In the endorsement of the stock 
was the reassurance that Want Want 
‘wasn’t involved in last year’s poisoning 
scandal’. Another tune echoed in my 
mind – ‘You Can’t Always Get What You 
Want’, which you will recall ends with the 
emphatic ‘you get what you need’.

We like our needs to be met – safe 
returns, steady gains in fortune, as well 
as health, love and esteem; and we 
know our wants – stardom, a private 
island, adoration, even stellar stocks 
– can be harmful to us.  Should we be 
protected from our wants?  Should 
someone, somewhere, some undefined 
‘they’, protect us, and ensure our needs 
are safely met?  Can our needs be met 
safely if our wants are extravagant?

In Castlecliffe, on The Scores, the 
location of the School of Economics & 
Finance, some thirty or so economic 
and financial experts, like everyone else, 
have been asking just such questions. 
Whilst our concerns are similar, our 
enquiries are probably more technical 
than most. Almost every branch of 
economics and finance is relevant to the 
credit crunch, from the broad categories 
of macroeconomics (which focuses 
on aggregates, like employment and 
investment) and microeconomics (which 
focuses on individual markets, including 
money and commodity markets) to 
a vast array of splinter disciplines like 
public finance, industrial organisation, 
corporate finance, game theory and 
econometrics.

From these various disciplinary bases, 
we have been debating, commenting 
and arguing about the credit crunch, in 
the ‘open forum’ so typical of practice in 
our fields.  Also, more quietly, we have 

been burrowing into sets of economic 
data, scratching our heads over output 
from computer simulations of economic 
models, and teasing our minds with 
lemmas and theorems that should 
match up mathematical elegance with 
economic intuition.

I can’t speak for all these activities, 
which are too diverse and detailed to 
be readily communicated, hence my 
sub-title ‘a personal reflection’.  But I can 
say that they are intense and rigorous, 
and driven by good intentions. They are 
driven by the conviction that economic 
and financial analysis are powerful  
tools for bettering human conditions, 
for resolving conflicts, and for creating 
that liberation from urgent necessity 
that allows other aspects of the polity 
to flourish - like freedom, creativity, self-
actualisation and faith.

Adam Smith, founder of the 
discipline of economics.

David Hume wrote to Smith of this 
national financial crisis as follows: ‘We 
are here in a very melancholy situation: 
Continued Bankruptcies, universal Loss 
of Credit … even the Bank of England is 
not entirely free from Suspicion’. Those 
of Newcastle, Norwich and Bristol are 
said to be stopp’d: The Thistle Bank 
has been reputed to be in the same 
Condition’.  He goes on to ask Smith: 
‘Do these Events any-wise affect your 
Theory?’  So there we have it.  The 
intellectual birth of economics arose 
out of national financial crisis.  And what 
informed opinion wanted to know - 
then, as now - was: How does this affect 
economic theory?

It is not always a comfort to observe 
‘we have been here before’, but it does 
remind us that market systems are prone 
to crises, and that these can be very 
severe. To the specialist in economics 
and finance, a good result would be 
to reduce the frequency of crisis and 
to diminish the intensity of each crisis. 
Smith himself was able to see that the 
‘prodigal’ Ayr Bank converted Ayrshire 
‘from a desert into a fertile land’ and 
noted that it satisfied all creditors, with 
losses only falling on stockholders.  
So too we will find that corporate 
restructuring and high levels of new 
business start-ups will help to revivify 
the economy, after our own crisis has 
abated.

Finally, Smith was the first to perceive, 
and to analyse, what we today call 
the economic problem of agency.  
Developing this insight, and applying it 
to problems of the ‘Modern Corporation’ 
in the 1930s, Berle and Means described 
its implications for ‘the divorce of 
ownership and control’.  To illustrate, in 
small businesses, control and ownership 
are invested in one person, the 
entrepreneur – there is no problem of 
agency. In big businesses, stockholders 
are anonymous, often inactive, owners.  
Managers and business executives have 
control. There is a problem of agency. 
Thus managers can abuse their control, 
through ‘perquisite consumption’ – 
perks.  Even today, the £350M corporate 
village at Gogarburn, Edinburgh, was 
defended as a ‘great achievement’. 
But who benefited?  Stockholders? 
Customers and clients?  Probably not.

My own personal reflections will start, 
and end, with Adam Smith, a local boy, a 
Fifer of whom we should be more proud, 
as economists, and as a University. 
He started modern economics, with 
The Wealth of Nations (1776), which 
was largely drafted in Kirkcaldy. Its 
drafting was delayed by Adam Smith’s 
involvement in ‘public calamities’ arising 
from financial crises, including the 
collapse of the Ayr Bank in 1772.  Smith 
commented ‘The bank of England paid 
very dearly for their own imprudence 
and inattention; but for the much 
greater imprudence of almost all the 
Scottish banks’.
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Broadcasting St Andrews
St Andrews' academic makes a splash

The research of a St Andrews' academic has been highlighted on tea-time television. 

Senior Research Scientist Callan Duck from the Sea Mammal Research Unit has 
appeared on The One Show on the BBC.

Callan, who monitors the size and status of the UK seal populations, was joined 
by The One Show's Wildlife and nature Presenter Mike Dilger on a research trip to 
Orkney.

Callan explained, "We survey grey seals all around Scotland during their breeding 
season, between mid-September and the end of November/early December, from a 
light aircraft.  

"We study about sixty colonies every year using a large format camera mounted in a 
custom-built motion-compensating cradle. The cradle 'pans' the camera as it takes 
photographs so we are able to use an unusually slow shutter speed, ideal for the low 
light conditions in Orkney at the end of November!"

Grey seals gather together at traditional colonies to breed. This makes surveying them relatively easy, even though their breeding 
colonies are spread all around the Scottish coast.  

The results of these and surveys of harbour seals form part of the advice on seal populations presented annually by NERC through 
its Special Committee on Seals (SCOS) to the Scottish and UK governments. 

More information on seal populations can be found on SMRU's website at: www.smru.st-andrews.ac.uk/pageset.aspx?psr=411 

Buffalo on air
You read about them here first… Following their front 
cover appearance last November, the University’s unofficial 
band, Dry Island Buffalo Jump, appear to have caught the 
nation’s imagination.

The folk-rock band consisting entirely of academics from the University of 
St Andrews hit the headlines as well as the airwaves, with newspapers from The 
Times to The Sun clamouring for interviews this year so far.  

In March, they made their first live national radio appearance with a guest slot on 
Radio Scotland’s Arts programme The Radio Café, and later this month, they will’headline’ the Arts Faculty AGM.

 The group, formed by Chris Jones (School of English) as a ‘music-making collective’ for academics across the University in early 
2008, currently consists of members from the Schools of History, English and Modern Languages.

With an evolving lineup as academics inevitably come and go, Chris has taken to writing some new material for the Buffalo since 
former lead singer Donovan Macabee departed for Nashville to carve a career for himself in the home of country music.

So far, songs in the Buffalo repertoire include one inspired by a University manuscript, and another about the end of the world, 
part written by historian James Palmer, who has an interest in apocalyptic theories.  But it’s not all ancient issues – the band have 
written an orginal song about something closer to life as we know it today; namechecking the Northern Rock, The Credit Crunch 
Song features the Old Testament prophet Hosea telling us we’ve ‘reaped what we’ve sown’.

The group describe themselves as ‘Americana folk-rock, a bit like The Band, if they were from Dairsie’. Current members include 
Dr Jones’s colleagues at the St Andrews Institute of Mediaeval Studies; Dr James Palmer, Professor Chris Given-Wilson, 
Dr Peter Kushner and Dr Simon MacLean, Dr David Evans from the Department of French, and Dr Norman Reid, Head of Special 
Collections in the University library.
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Deep drilling Greenland’s ice
Bill Austin (Geography & Geosciences) describes how a chance meeting with a fellow Welsh 
native in Cambridge led to an exciting new study drilling ice in Greeland.

Bill is currently searching for clues on 
the history of climate change hidden 
in ice in north-west Greenland.  It 
all started in 2007 when he was 
invited to attend a NERC (Natural 
Environment Research Council) 
meeting…

“As a climate scientist with an interest in 
ocean history, the invitation to attend 
a meeting to discuss an international 
effort aimed at drilling a new ice core 
in Greenland, hosted by the British 
Antarctic Survey, was irresistible!”

At that meeting, a Danish physicist 
was seeking UK participation in an 
international effort to drill a deep ice 
core into the 2.5 km thick ice sheet of 
northwest Greenland. The objective 
of his study was to recover the first 
complete sequence of ice that spans the 
last interglacial (warm) climate phase.  Now sponsored as a major new project 

within the International Polar Year, 
2007-2008 and a 14-nation partnership, 
it is hoped that the study will provide 
a unique record of Earth’s past climate 
behaviour at a time when temperatures 
over Greenland are believed to have 
been warmer than they are at present.

Dr Austin explained the background to 
his involvement, “About four years ago 
I published a paper with one of my PhD 
students, detailing a sequence of abrupt 
climate events preserved in North 
Atlantic sediments and surrounding an 
ash layer that was deposited from the 
atmosphere nearly 50,000 years ago. 

“That ash layer was also preserved in an 
American-drilled ice core from central 
Greenland, where changes in the stable 
isotopes of oxygen, locked in the water 
molecules of the ice, tell us about 
past climate variability at a time when 
human impacts on the climate system 
were negligible. Using the ash layer 
(which we chemically fingerprinted and 
sourced to the eruption of an Icelandic 
volcano), we demonstrated that these 
abrupt climate transitions had taken 
place across a large part of the northern 

hemisphere at the same time. Since the 
Greenland ice cores are remarkably well 
dated, often by annual layer-counting, 
this approach allows various other 
climate archives to be more securely 
dated.”

Happily for Bangor-born Bill, the 
meeting also led to an unusual 
exchange of emails with Dr Siwan 
Davies at the University of Swansea. The 
resulting current project, which focuses 
on the characterisation of volcanic 
layers preserved in the new Greenland 
ice core and North Atlantic sediment 
cores, is a NERC-funded collaboration 
between Bill, Siwan and Nick Hulton 
from the University of Aberystwyth.

Bill, who describes himself as a “rusty” 
Welsh speaker, joked, “We’re still 
struggling to find the correct term for 
“climate synchronsation” in Welsh!”

Though Bill hasn’t lived in Wales for 
years, he would be very pleased to hear 
from any Welsh-speaking colleagues at 
the University. Contact him via 
bill.austin@st-andrews.ac.uk or 
extension 3988.

The Ice Archive: layers visible in 
this iceberg from the Weddell Sea, 
Antarctica highlight the annual 
pattern of snow accumulation, 
providing an illustration of the 
potential for ice cores drilled into an 
ice sheet to record of past climates.

Bill enjoying some winter sunshine on an earlier expedition to Antarctica. 
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Leading edge Scottish Oceans Institute opens
by Ian Boyd, Director

On 10 March this year the Principal 
of the University of St Andrews, Dr 
Louise Richardson, formally opened 
the Scottish Oceans Institute (SOI).
 

This is a new institute that brings 
together research talent from across the 
University. It includes researchers with 
interests in marine science from several 
of the University’s Schools combining 
mathematicians, biologists, geologists, 
social scientists and historians within 
a single institutional structure. The 
institute, based on the former Gatty 
Marine Laboratory on the East Sands, 
has been re-named after 125 years of 
service. There are plans to bring most 
these components together in a new 
building, probably also located at the 
East Sands site.

The move to create the SOI is a response 
to the need for improved co-ordination 
in the marine research sector and a 
greater need to know more about the 
oceans. Studying the oceans and the 
marine life is difficult and expensive, 
and it needs to be built around co-
ordinated approaches to research. 
Much is changing in the way we use 
the oceans. Not only are we beginning 
to increase the exploitation of the 
resources the oceans have to offer, 
coastal states around the world are 
establishing Exclusive Economic Zones 
out to 200 miles and there are some that 
want to extend these even further in 
some circumstances. This interest in the 
oceans is driven by the knowledge that 
technology will allow the wealth of the 
oceans to be exploited. I believe that 
the oceans will be the zone of greatest 
industrial expansion over the next few 

decades. There is nothing wrong with 
this but this expansion needs to be 
done in a way that does not ruin the 
wealth we are trying to exploit.

Science is usually in the lead with 
respect to new ideas and the Scottish 
Oceans Institute (SOI) will contain major 
science efforts to develop new ideas 
about how our oceans function, how 
we can use them sustainably and how 
they affect us in our everyday lives. This 
type of knowledge is essential so that 
we can make informed choices about 
what we wish to do with our oceans. 
This is why the SOI is being structured in 
a way that will give researchers a strong 
link with those who may wish to use 
their knowledge and ideas, including 
government, industry and the public.

The challenge faced by researchers in 
marine science is enormous because 
the oceans are vast. Around 72 per 
cent of our planet is covered by the 
oceans which contain 98 per cent of the 
planet’s water. The oceans are deeper, 
by more than a mile, than Mount 
Everest rises above sea level on land. 
We know less about the huge expanse 
of deep ocean floor, which covers more 
of the planet’s surface than the land, 

than about the surface of the moon. 
The average depth of the oceans is  
greater than 1000 metres and within 
each millilitre of the 1,200 million trillion 
litres of water within the oceans there 
are typically thousands to millions of 
bacteria, archaea and viruses, around 
99 per cent of which have yet to be 
observed by the human eye. It would 
be easy to continue to illustrate the 
vastness of the oceans with a never-
ending list of how little we really know 
about this place. In truth, we occupy 
small corners of our planet and often 
care little about the rest. However, 
global climate change is now illustrating 
just how important these other, 
unoccupied and little-known, parts of 
our planet actually are to our existence, 
wealth and well being.

All researchers are fascinated by big 
questions. Many of those relating to the 
oceans concern the future of humanity. 
The oceans are, to a great extent, the 
lungs, kidney, circulation and liver of 
the planet. They produce oxygen and 
absorb CO2, they process and store 
many of our waste products and they 
distribute heat, rainwater and nutrients 
around the planet in a way that keeps 
many parts warm that would be frozen 
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and that cools many parts that would be 
parched. Things that happen far away in 
the oceans can affect us here at home.

All these are good reasons for us to 
know as much as we can about the 
oceans both globally and nearer to 
home. The seas around Scotland are 
amongst the most productive in the 
world. Scotland’s seas are about five 
times the size of its land area and 
they supply much of Britain’s energy 
requirements, presently through the 
supply of oil and gas but in future this 
will happen through renewable energy 
sources including wave, wind and tidal 
power. They are an important source 
of food and they receive and process 
a great deal of the waste we produce. 
They are also important for transport, 
defence and recreation. Offshore 
Scotland is already an important part of 
our culture, heritage and economy but 
we can make it even more important if 

it is managed carefully and with a sound 
basis of knowledge.

The men and women who work within 
the Scottish Oceans Institute work 
all over the world, from the coast of 
Antarctic to the pack ice of the Arctic 
Ocean; from the deep Pacific to coastal 
estuaries and tropical coral reefs. They 
delve into the history of our planet 
using chemical signatures laid down 
in sediments and shells, and they look 
forward in time, trying to predict the 
changes that will come about because 
of climate change, human activities 
and because of the normal turbulent 
world of the seas. They look at all this in 
greater and greater detail but with the 
singular purpose of being able to say 
more about the big events in the world 
and building the interaction between 
the human species and the environment 
into one that can be sustained through 
the clever application of ideas.

The race to find new ways of doing 
things, like exploiting the energy within 
the oceans, against short deadlines 
is a real challenge. We know that we 
will eventually have to rely upon the 
oceans for much of our energy but we 
still have to work out how to do this 
without spoiling everything else in the 
process. Tackling this presents particular 
problems involving the complex 

interaction between society and the 
resources it needs in order to maintain 
itself. At the SOI, we are learning from 
evolution by developing risk-based 
approaches to the management of 
new developments in offshore regions. 
This addresses the problem of how 
to proceed with developments that 
are vital for national security without 
the basic knowledge to make these 
developments happen in a way that will 
minimise their impact upon the well 
being of the oceans. Therefore, we are 
acutely aware of the social dimension of 
our research. Our society is completely 
dependent upon the delivery of 
new ideas, greater efficiency and 
technological solutions for its future. 
The SOI is a response from St Andrews-
based researchers to ensure that they 
are at this leading edge. 

University honours 
female academics
 “There is only one picture of a woman on the walls 
in Lower College Hall – and what is she doing in the 
painting?  Rowing a boat for a man! ” Ann Kettle

Until now, Poissy by Alphonse Moutte (1880) was indeed one of the few 
paintings in the University of a female figure.  But in 2007, long before our 
first female Principal was appointed, the role of women in the history of 
St Andrews was highlighted with the commissioning of two new portraits.  

By committing their faces to canvas, the University has paid tribute to two of 
its most celebrated female members of staff.  Portraits of Dr Kathleen (Kay) 
MacIver, Master of the United College (1984-1988) and Ms Ann Kettle, Dean 
of Arts (1998-2002) were unveiled last November in recognition of their 
outstanding service to the University.

Ann Kettle sketch.
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Professor Ian Carradice, Keeper of University Museum Collections commented 
at the time, “St Andrews pioneered women’s higher education in the Victorian 
period, so it is good that our portrait collection is now beginning to reflect the 
contribution women have since made to teaching in this University.”

The demand for university education for women in the 1870s provided an 
opportunity for the University of St Andrews to break new ground. The LLA (Lady 
Literate in Arts) scheme was, in today’s parlance, a ‘distance learning’ qualification 
for women, introduced in 1877 to allow them access to University education in 
the days before they were admitted as students to the University itself. 

Students studied at colleges local to them, and took examinations set by the 
University at centres all over the UK and throughout the world. Many thousands 
of women participated in the LLA scheme, which was so popular that it survived 
for fifty years, into the 1930s.

Both new paintings are the work of Colin Dunbar, an Edinburgh-based artist 
whose past commissions include the portrait of the former Chancellor of the 
University of St Andrews, Sir Kenneth Dover (2005).   Before these two paintings 
were commissioned, the only female portraits within the University were of 
family members (wives or daughters) of past male members of staff and the 
University was keen to recognise, in an appropriate manner, just what women      
are, and have been, contributing to the University throughout its history.Kay MacIver sketch.

According to Rachel Hart, Archivist in the University’s Special Collections, “a female presence in the senior administrative roles of 
the University was pioneered by one woman”.  Dr Kay MacIver was appointed to the Department of Geography in 1953 and spent 
the rest of her career at St Andrews.  In addition to becoming the first female lecturer in Geography, she became the first female 
chair of the Department, the first female Dean of Arts in the history of the University (1980) and the first female Master of the 
United College (1984-1988).

In an interview with a student from the School of Art History, the second subject, Ann Kettle, expressed concerns about the 
motive behind the original decision to paint the portraits.  Despite being deeply involved with issues of gender within the 
University and vocal on the issue of inequality, Ann was concerned that the gesture was somewhat ‘tokenistic’.  

Her infamous joke about the picture of a woman rowing in Lower College Hall is doubly ironic given that the painting is on long 
term loan to the University from an English professor who would not employ women.  However, after having three female Deans 
of Arts since the early 1980s Ann believes the situation is ‘improving’.  

Ann Kettle’s long career with the University, where she lectured in the Department of Mediaeval History from 1964 until her 
retirement, culminated with her appointment as the second female Dean of Arts in 1998.  She was the holder of many posts 
throughout her time at St Andrews, including dealing with student welfare and discipline and as Chair of the Board of the 
Students’ Association.  In 2002, she received an OBE for services to Higher Education.

Edinburgh based painter Colin Dunbar was described by Ian Carradice as “a younger Scottish artist with a very fine and 
sympathetic technique” and he has taken advantage of more ‘feminine’ organic shapes in the portraits in contrast to the strict 
rigidity of the panelling in the Dover portrait.

Art history student Geoff Little explained, “We see Dr MacIver against a plant with its asymmetrical curves whilst Ann Kettle 
stands in front of the ornate patterns of the ironwork gate.  Dr MacIver liked to sit at the window in her office overlooking the 
quad.  The artist saw this as an essential part of the final composition.  Ann Kettle stands outside the gate leading into Sally’s 
Quad; the background of United College makes a visual reference to the other portrait.”

Prior to this commission, the University’s most recent acquisitions of female portraits were those of Christina Watson, wife of Revd 
Archibald Campbell, Professor of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History in St Mary’s College (1730-1756) and Ann Burnett, daughter of 
Archbishop Burnett, late 17th Century Chancellor of the University.  Both these paintings were acquired within the last few years. 
The portrait of Ann Burnett is now displayed in MUSA.

Fiona Armstrong
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Research highlights
How space eruptions happen

Mathematicians have made a discovery which could lead to a better 
understanding of why huge eruptions occur in space.

The St Andrews’ team has found new models of small structures in space plasmas, 
called "current sheets", which could help explain how explosions in the solar 
atmosphere happen.

Dr Thomas Neukirch, a Reader in Applied Mathematics at the School of Mathematics 
& Statistics led the research.

Red in the Face
 

People use the colour of your skin to judge how healthy you are, according to 
researchers. 
 

Scientists in the School of Psychology have shown that there is truth to the received 
wisdom that a "rosy" complexion denotes healthiness, whilst a "green" or "pale" colour 
indicates illness.
 

Lead researcher Ian Stephen worked with the University's Perception Lab to 
determine how face colour is associated with healthy looks.

Feared by the bad, loved by the good

A freshly-discovered document highlighting negative attitudes 
towards Robin Hood has been deciphered by a St Andrews’ academic.

The previously unknown chronicle entry introduces never before seen facts 
about "a certain outlaw named Robin Hood". 

Rather than depicting the traditionally well-liked hero, the article suggests 
that Robin Hood and his merry men may not actually have been "loved by 
the good".

Dr Julian Luxford from the University's School of Art History found the reference to the legendary figure in an inscription from 
around 1460 which appears in an English manuscript owned by Eton College.

Biblical diet “unhealthy”

A new study into the diet of ancient Israel has revealed that far from being `the 
land of milk and honey', its inhabitants suffered from the lack of a balanced diet.

Dr Nathan MacDonald, a St Andrews’ lecturer in the Old Testament, carried out a careful 
examination of the ancient diet using biblical texts and archaeological evidence.

The study disputes the misconception held by many that the Bible provides not just 
religious instruction and moral guidance, but the recipe for healthy living.
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How gorilla gestures point to evolution of human language

Scientists at the University have discovered that gorillas have a more extensive 
repertoire of gestures than any other mammal.

Researchers examined the communication signals of the gorilla, a great ape and one 
of our closest relatives. The study found that ape gestures are carried out with close 
attention to the potential audience: silent ones are only given when other apes can 
see them. 

The new study was conducted by Professor Richard Byrne, Dr Emilie Genty and Ms 
Cat Hobaiter at the School of Psychology and Dr Thomas Breuer at the Max Planck 
Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. Their study catalogued 102 different 
gestures - some given exotic sounding labels, like 'disco arms shake' - amongst 
several different gorilla groups.

Women know bonnie babies best From rare bugs to test tube 
drugs

Scientists at the University of 
St Andrews have created exotic 
biological compounds in a test tube 
by uncovering some of Nature's 
chemical secrets.  
 

The development for preparing 
fluorinated chemicals, an important 
group of compounds which comprise 
commercial entities such as Teflon and 
Prozac, could help the multibillion 
dollar industry which currently makes 
the materials by hazardous methods. 
 

The discovery by Professor David 
O’Hagan’s team in the School of 
Chemistry demonstrates, for the first 
time, that fluorinated molecules can be 
made in the laboratory but under mild 
biological conditions.

The light syringe

St Andrews’ scientists have developed a novel form of syringe, formed solely 
from light. 

In a joint venture between the Schools of Physics & Astronomy and Biology, 
researchers have created a new technique that relies on a method called 
‘photoporation’. 
 

This innovative method allows insoluble compounds such as genes and drugs to be 
injected into individual cells with the assistance of light. This will allow the potential 
detection of specific diseases and assist in the development of medication. 
 

Professor Kishan Dholakia from the School of Physics & Astronomy and Dr Frank Gunn-
Moore from the School of Biology led the work.

The images show the averaged 
highly cute male (a) and female (c) 
baby faces in the left column.  The 
averaged less cute male (b) and 
female (d) baby faces are shown in 
the right column.

St Andrews’ researchers may finally 
have found the reason why women 
are more likely to coo over babies 
than men. 
 

Women are able to determine a "cute" 
baby instinctively by its chubby cheeks, 
large forehead, big round eyes and 
button nose.  However, according to 
the latest research, men struggle to 
distinguish a cute baby from any other.

Psychologist Dr Reiner Sprengelmeyer, 
together with colleagues from the 
universities of Bern, Bielefeld and York, 
used computer image manipulation 
to discover how subtle variations in 
cuteness between infant faces are 
perceived differently by males and 
females. 
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Putting off the perfect putt?

Thinking about your putting technique in 
between shots can make you play worse, not 
better, according to a new report by scientists.

The researchers at the University of 
St Andrews say that thinking too much about 
what you just did, even after the event, can undo 
talent and disrupt future performance.

Psychologist Professor Michael Anderson, 
in collaboration with Kristin Flegal at the 
University of Michigan, set out to test the pearl of 
conventional wisdom that `overthinking' during 
performance can have negative results.  They 
found that the performance of skilled golfers was 
undermined after they had consciously reflected 
upon their putting.

The Lizard King OAP 

At his peak, legendary frontman of The Doors, Jim Morrison, was described as an 
Adonis, but when his life ended prematurely, aged just 27, his looks had already 
faded.  But what would he have looked like as a sixty-five year old pensioner today? 

Scientists at the University of St Andrews have attempted to answer that question using 
ageing software to create a computer-generated image of how the self-proclaimed Lizard 
King might have looked if he were still alive.

Graduation – Honorary degrees, Summer 2009

At the time of going to press, the following honorary 
degree recipients had been confirmed: 

Mr Stephen R Donaldson, writer - D.Litt

Dr Vartan Gregorian, President, Carnegie Corporation of 
New York - D.Litt

Sir Chris Hoy, Cyclist - D.Sc

Mdm Margaret Marshall, Opera singer - MusD

Arvo Part, Composer - MusD

Ms Taufa Vakatale, Fijian, instrumental in breaking down 
barriers for women from the Pacific countries - D.Litt

Jacqui Wood, major local cancer fundraiser - LLD

Rt Rev Dr N T Wright - Bishop of Durham - DD
Graduation takes place from 

Tuesday 23 to Friday 26 June 2009.

Bing Crosby in St Andrews.
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Who lived in a house like this?
Q. Can you tell us a bit about the history of University house? 
Norman Reid, Head of Special collections, answers.

University House.

As No. 9 The Scores prepares to return 
to its traditional use as the formal 
residence of the Principal of the 
University, it is a good moment to 
reflect on its history.  Much of what 
follows is taken from the excellent 
PhD thesis on Architectural Expansion 
and Redevelopment in St Andrews, 
1810-c.1894 by Robin Evetts 
(St Andrews, 1988), an invaluable 
source, which I wish fully to 
acknowledge.

A glance at a large-scale town plan of St Andrews 
from 1820 reveals that there were virtually no 
buildings on what is now The Scores: one private 
house on the south side of the road and a bath-house 
on the northern cliff-top.  It was the undeveloped, rural 
northern edge of the town.  In the middle of the 19th century, 
however, the area began to be developed to provide 
upmarket residential accommodation for which there was a 
healthy demand in St Andrews, largely from the successful 
and affluent industrial magnates with business concerns in 
Dundee.  Throughout the second half of the 19th century, 
therefore, St Andrews saw significant development, and 
several University properties, including University House, 
Castlecliffe, and University Hall started their lives as large 
family homes in this period.

Scores Park made up the central section of The Scores, to 
the north of the road.  The land had been bought by an 
entrepreneur, and was over a period of some years feued to 
various individuals, including Dr John Adamson, local GP, 
campaigner for improved sanitary conditions, photographic 
pioneer and close colleague of both Sir David Brewster and 
the ‘reforming provost’, Sir High Lyon Playfair.  Other feuars 
were Thomas Purdie, Professor of Chemistry and Lewis 
Campbell, Professor of Greek.  The central section, however, 
was taken by one Barron Grahame Esq., of Morphie (an estate 
in Aberdeenshire).  The house now known as No.9 was built 
between 1863 and 1865 as a summer residence for Grahame 
and his family.

Architecturally it is interesting.  It was one of the first houses 
to be erected on The Scores and shows all the influence of 
the Scots baronial style which was very popular in the period.  
This was deliberate: a condition of the feus was that the plans 

Combing the collections

for each house had to be approved, and the similarity of style 
between them is therefore no coincidence.  It is not certain 
who the architect was, although the Edinburgh architect John 
Starforth (a pupil of David Bryce, one of the main proponents 
of the baronial style) was undoubtedly involved to some 
extent.  There is correspondence relating to the design and 
building of the house within the Grahame family papers, 
which are held in the University Library’s Special Collections 
Department.  As an early residential example of the style 
in St Andrews, though, it was undoubtedly influential in 
inspiring others which closely followed.  It was not without its 
controversies: there was a dispute with the town council about 
drainage, and Grahame’s son-in-law, C.W. Kerr, who oversaw 
the business of the building (and was also to some extent 
involved in its design), seems to have rather fallen out with 
his father-in-law over it.  There may have been some financial 
irregularities, perhaps one of the reasons why it was sold, only 
a year after Kerr died in substantial debt.  It was used as the 
family’s summer residence for a few years and seems to have 
been variously called at Scores Park, Scores House and the 
Swallow Gate (now the name of the building opposite, at the 
foot of Butts Wynd).  In 1870 it was sold to Lord Borthwick who 
extended it and changed its name to Soltray House. Again, his 
was a shortlived tenancy: it was acquired by a Major and Mrs 
Robert Patton in 1875, who retained it for a period of 17 years, 
at the end of which, in 1892, it was bought by the University 
for £6,000 (a large sum, but in fact rather less than the Pattons 
had paid for it in 1875), after which it was renamed University 
House, which it has remained until recent times.
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The University’s purchase of the house 
in 1892 was in order to provide official 
accommodation for the Principal, a 
post which had only been created 
in its final form by Act of Parliament 
in 1889.  Previously, both the United 
College of St Salvator and St Leonard 
and St Mary’s College, had their own 
principals, the senior of whom, from 
1858, had assumed the function of 
Principal of the University.  Thus Sir 
James Donaldson, Principal of the 
United College, was Senior Principal 
from 1886 – 1890, becoming Principal 
of the University from 1890.  Donaldson 
lived in the house until his death in 
office in 1915.  His successor, Sir John 
Herkless (who had been Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History for some twenty 
years previously) also died in post, 
after only 5 years, and was succeeded 
by Sir James Colquhoun Irvine, a 
well-respected Chemist.  Irvine’s 
Principalship from 1921 to 1952, 

Queen Mother, then the Duchess of York, 
with Principal Irvine.

James Younger of Mount Melville, Sir James Colquhoun Irvine, 
Sir James Barrie and Earl Haig in the grounds of University House, in 1922.

although not uncontroversial in many respects, saw very significant expansion of the University and the foundations were laid 
from which it would grow into the 21st century.  His successors, Sir Malcolm Knox, J. Steven Watson, and Struther Arnott all lived 
in the house, which was both a home and a venue for formal receptions and functions.  It served this purpose for over a century, 

during which it saw many visitors, and must have been the 
location of many decisions which fundamentally affected 
the future of the institution.  The visitor’s book from 1921-52 
is currently still in the custody of the Irvine family, but they 
have given a copy to the Library and indicated their intention 
to deposit the original volume.  The contents reveal visits to 
University House by many honorary graduates, chancellors, 
rectors and others from every walk of life: royalty, politicians 
and statesmen, military figures, scientists, and figures from 
the Arts. These include Stanley Baldwin, Earl Haig, Admiral 
Jellicoe, Field Marshal Montgomery, Ellen Terry, Myra Hess, 
John Buchan, Rudyard Kipling and Walter de la Mare.

It was not always a popular house.  Mrs Watson disliked it, 
and is said to have claimed that it was haunted.  Latterly, it 
certainly had a reputation as rather cold and uninviting, and 
so with the appointment of Brian Lang as Principal in 2001 it 
was decided that the house was more suited to an academic 
function, and a smaller property elsewhere in town was 
purchased as Principal’s residence.  University House became 
known as 9 The Scores, and was converted to provide a 
new home for the School of Art History.  Now, however, it 
is being returned to the purpose for which it was originally 
purchased, and as Art History moves to a new home in 79 
North Street, University House will once again become 
a family home and a locus for the official entertainment 
which accompanies the role of Principal.  Perhaps Principal 
Richardson will begin a new visitors book which will provide 
an ongoing witness to the engagement of this institution 
with significant figures of the wider world and which might, 
eventually, also be preserved in the University’s archive.
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Each issue The StAndard will trawl the University’s photo archives, past and present for strange, surprising and humorous 
images calling out for an entertaining caption. 

Caption fantastic!

Suggested captions (anonymous or otherwise) can be sent to
 magazine@st-andrews.ac.uk or by post to the address on the inside cover.  

The best captions will be printed in the next issue.  Likewise, images for possible use are welcomed.

June’s Challenge
This image from Special Collections 
shows Thomas Rodger with Dr George 
Berwick in 1851.

The two men, wearing frock coats and 
sitting in a garden at a table covered 
with a fringed rug, a pile of books, and a 
human skull, studied medicine together.
Rodger named his first son after George 
Berwick.

Thomas Rodger was also chemistry 
assistant to Dr John Adamson of 
St Andrews, who encouraged him to 
take up photography as a profession.  

Last issue featured a charming image from the 
archives, showing a pet pig, thought to belong to 
Mr & Mrs Jamieson of the Abernethy Hotel, circa 
1920s.  

A selection of the best submissions are…

'Happy as a ...' 

‘The sign DID say ‘pets allowed’ didn’t it??’

'Hmmm ... I must check out the University's Furniture 
Exchange' 

‘I know the University’s short of space, but this is 
ridiculous!’

'Cats! You let one in, and the next thing you know...'

“Why do the cute ones always get the chair?”

“It’s getting harder and harder to get up for class...”

“Is it me, or is our admissions policy getting too liberal??”
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Staff and students head to Zambia
A committed group of students and staff at St Andrews will head to Zambia later this 
month in a life-changing project in aid of Zambian children.

Eight outstanding students and five key 
staff members have established Project 
Zambia, an initiative aimed at taking 
health education and sport to the 
children of Zambia.

In collaboration with the well -
established non-government 
organisation Sport in Action, the group 
will spend the summer living and 
working in Zambia, providing children 
there with educational and sporting 
activities as well as emotional support 
and education on disease prevention.  
Much of the support will be given to 
Aids orphans, many of them the main 
carer of their family.

The initiative is a collaboration between 
the University’s Departments of Sport & 
Exercise and Student Services.  The staff 
involved are Stephen Stewart (Director 
of Sport & Exercise), Chris Lusk (Director 
of Student Services), Ailsa Ritchie 
(Director of Student Support), Ian Gaunt 
(Assistant Director of Sport & Exercise) 
and Debby Sargent (Performance Sport 
Manager).  

Over the last two months, the students 
led a large-scale fundraising campaign 
aimed at raising the £22,000 necessary 
for the trip. All funds will go towards 
buying equipment and clothing 
for Zambian children, schools and 
orphanages, as well as travel and living 
costs for the group.

For further information or to pledge 
support, visit www.project-zambia.org 

Ian Gaunt during a previous trip.



St Andrews and Malawi
Dr David Corner, Director of International Projects, describes how St Andrews’ 
groundbreaking Malawi programme has taken off.

and Manchester. More recently, an 
initiative, led by David Corner and 
Professor Mo Malek and generously 
funded by Ann Gloag, provided 
advanced training for a range of the 
country’s nurses, doctors and civil 
servants in Health Care Resource 
Management. Now, graduates from 
these programmes hold several of the 
more significant academic, clinical and 
governmental positions in Malawi, one 
of whom, Professor John Chisi, Head of 
Biochemistry at the College of Medicine, 
was a member of a group of Malawians 
who recently visited St Andrews to plan 
the present initiative.

In addition to the University’s main 
objective of creating more doctors in 
Malawi, I am also leading a parallel 
project aimed at the early upgrading 
of the skills of clinical officers, the 
paramedics who are crucial to front-line 
health care provision throughout the 
country. In the course of this project, 
which will result in the availability of 
training as from 2010, a vital five-year 

In October 2008, the Scottish 
Government awarded the University 
of St Andrews a grant of £252,000 to 
support its work in reinforcing health 
care capacity in Malawi over the next 
thirty months. Malawi is one of the 
world’s poorest countries. What is more, 
its number of health care staff per head 
of population is lower than that of any 
other country, there being only one 
doctor for every 200,000 people. 

Several individual members of the 
University, including former Principal 
Dr Brian Lang, the Dean of Medicine, 
Professor Hugh MacDougall, Professor 
Simon Guild and myself were engaged 
in the preparatory work which has led 
to the successful submission of a bid 
for this funding. The resources gained 
will be used to enable Malawi’s single, 
but impressive, College of Medicine to 
increase its output of doctors per year 
from 16 to 100. This will be achieved by 
the University’s partnering the College 
of Medicine in complete reform of its 
curriculum and in the introduction 
of electronic learning materials and 
student management systems which 
will allow it, through its academics, 
clinicians, librarians and ICT officers, to 
produce not only more but also better 
trained and more proactive doctors 
despite the availability of extremely 
limited resources. 

The team that will undertake the 
project, which will be led by myself, 
consists of Amanda Fleet, Simon Guild, 
Julia Struthers and Susan Whiten from 
the Bute Medical School, Vicki Cormie 
from the University Library, Ester Ruskuc 
from Registry, Heidi Fraser-Krauss from 
Business Improvements, Jon Callan from 
IT Services and Lesley Stephen from the 
Principal’s Office. 

This group made its first visit to Malawi 
at the beginning of November 2008, 
and has, so far, achieved much in terms 
of implementing what for Malawi is 

a highly significant project. The new 
first-year curriculum at the College of 
Medicine has already been introduced 
in order to promote a more efficient, 
integrated and learner-centred 
approach and the infrastructural 
changes needed to assist its successful 
and efficient delivery have been 
precisely defined. Professor Kumwenda, 
the College’s Dean of Undergraduates, 
commented at the end of the first two 
weeks’ work that ‘the whole College 
is excited by the progress that we 
have made’. Everyone recognises that 
there will, undoubtedly, be problems 
and disappointments as the project 
progresses, since the planned reform is 
necessarily ambitious, but the reactions 
of colleagues from St Andrews who 
made their first visit to Malawi reflect a 
commitment which suggests that much 
can be achieved.

The University’s links with Malawi are 
long-standing. Before the foundation 
of the College of Medicine, Malawi’s 
doctors were all trained by St Andrews 
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‘Where tomorrow begins: Reflections of Scottish innovation’
St Andrews research will be showcased alongside other ‘genuinely world-leading’ projects 
as part of an exhibition recognising the university sector’s contribution to Homecoming 
Scotland 2009.  

programme of continuing professional 
development for clinical officers will 
be designed upon the basis of a needs 
audit to be carried out by colleagues 
from the universities of St Andrews, 
Dundee and the West of Scotland.  The 
programme will then be delivered by 
teams of consultants and other experts 
from across the United Kingdom, who 
will ensure that more Malawian health 
care officers are trained in vital areas 
such as anaesthetics and the accurate 
diagnosis of critically ill children. This 
programme will have not only a long-
term impact, as Malawians are trained 
to take over such training but also an 
immediate effect in that lives will be 
saved within weeks of the programme’s 
inception.

This partnership between the University 
of St Andrews, the College of Medicine 
in Blantyre and the people of Malawi 
represents a long-term institutional 

commitment since we all know that it 
will take time to achieve sustainable 
progress in the context of those 
circumstances which currently result 
in thousands of needless deaths. It 
is, however, a both sad and almost 
incredible fact that, if one hundred new 
doctors for Malawi are ever produced 
in a single year, that one new cohort 
will be substantially bigger than the 
country’s current total population of 
doctors.
   

If you want to know more about any 
aspect of the University’s involvement 
in Malawi and/or would like to help, 
please, do not hesitate to contact me 
on dc14@st-andrews.ac.uk. Individual 
members of our Malawi team are, for 
instance, in the process of developing a 
parallel town/gown charitable project 
to raise funds to give long-term help to 
the people of Nsanje, the poorest and 
most malarial region of Malawi, where 

many forms of assistance with regard to 
education, agriculture, food, health and 
a host of other essential issues are so 
badly needed.

The exhibition, entitled ‘Where tomorrow begins: Reflections of Scottish innovation’, will 
include interpretations of a wide range of innovation that is currently being developed in 
our universities. 

The exhibition has three main aspirations. Firstly, to celebrate innovation that is currently 
being developed in our universities and to illustrate the impact or the difference that this 
will make to the world of tomorrow. Secondly, to engage the public about the changes 
that they will see in the future in fields such as medicine, biotechnology or renewable 
energy, and for them to be engaged in this work and know more about the role of 
universities in creating the modern world. Lastly, it is about the importance of universities
 in organising major cultural events and as a showcase for Scottish talent.

The exhibition is being undertaken in partnership with the Sunday Herald, whose award-
winning photographer, Kirsty Anderson, was given the job of interpreting the innovation. 
All the universities in Scotland will be represented, with the exhibition comprising 
approximately 40 photographs. 

The exhibition will be launched in the Scottish Parliament on 1 June and will stay there 
for three weeks. The exhibition will then go to Inverness for two weeks during Highland 
Homecoming. Other venues will include Stirling, Dundee (the Dundee Science Centre), 
Aberdeen and Inverness. 

Among the St Andrews’ research highlighted is Kishan Dholakia and Frank Gunn-
Moore’s ‘light syringe’ captured by Kirsty spectaclarly here. Yet to be unveiled is an image 
highlighting St Andrews’ role in the hunt for new planets. Organisers are keeping ‘the best 
image of the exhibition’ firmly top secret until the launch.

This image of the St Andrews ‘
‘light syringe’ will form 

part of the exhibition.
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Easter eggs-travaganza – 
Staff Opinion Survey gets off to cracking start 

By Sandy Wilkie, Staff Development Manager

On Easter Monday, the University launched its fourth Staff 
Opinion Survey. Designed to follow on from previous 
organisational-wide surveys held in 2001, 2003 and 2005, all 
staff had the opportunity to complete a new online/paper 
questionnaire between 13 April and 1 May. And being Easter, 
we were keen to hear eggs-actly what you thought on topics 
such as Job Satisfaction, Management, Personal & Professional 
Development and a range of topical issues. 
 

The 2009 Survey is shorter than before and will be repeated 
annually to help the University identify improvements in 
the way we are working and engaging with all our staff. 
This year, the opinion-gathering coincided with the arrival 
of a new Principal & Vice-Chancellor, Dr Louise Richardson, 
who has experience of successful staff surveys at Harvard.  
Commenting on the 2009 Survey, our Principal said, "I'm 
enjoying getting to know the staff and students here at 
St Andrews. The University is at a really interesting time in its 
development, with the 600th Anniversary approaching. I am 

Sandy launching the new survey.

Fairmont announces University discount
St Andrews Fairmont has just announced a special discount deal for all 
University staff and students - 25% off all food & beverage, spa treatments and 
golf at the hotel. 

To take advantage of the offer, all you need to do is present your staff card. 
Reservations should be made in advance by calling 01334 837000.  The deal 
extends to colleagues in universities across Scotland. 

committed to listening to what matters to all our staff. The Principal’s Office will take your opinions seriously and will respond in 
due course". 
 

The 2009 Survey process was commissioned by Professor Ron Piper, Vice-Principal for Planning & Governance, who helped 
design the questions. The survey is being project managed by myself, with assistance from Laura Watson, Niall Scott, Cat 
Wilson and staff in Business Improvements, Residential & Business Services and Estates. Raising the profile of the Survey was an 
important aspect of the project - and this was enhanced by an Easter egg theme with supporting publicity round the Schools 
and Units on Easter Monday.  
 

The results of the 2009 Staff Survey will have been analysed by the time you read this article, with careful consideration being 
given to a response from Dr Richardson and her colleagues. More details on the results and a Principal’s Office action plan will be 
communicated on the University website and in the next issue of  The St Andard (November). Genuinely, many thanks to all staff 
who took the time to eggs-press their views. 
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Strong interest in online aquaculture course
The University has received strong interest in the recently launched online course in 
sustainable aquaculture.

The teaching programme for this new e-learning Certificate level course began on 
April 27 and is led by the School of Biology in St Andrews with industry support from 
5M Publishing and international aquaculture consultants Fish Vet Group.

Dr Neil Hazon, course director and Reader at the Gatty Marine Research Institute, 
said, “This reflects the increasing demand for knowledge about global aquaculture 
production, one of the world’s fastest growing industries. 

“The course is aimed at those who wish to develop their skills and knowledge of the 
aquaculture industry, particularly for those looking to focus on the rapidly growing 
Asian and South American markets.”

As it is available via e-learning and is studied part time, the course is also suitable for those currently working in fields of marine 
and fresh water aquaculture who wish to gain a greater knowledge and a recognised qualification in order to promote their 
career prospects.

Modules include the structure of the global aquaculture industry, fish and invertebrate biology, aquaculture products 
and markets, each will consist of a series of lectures, tutorials, discussions and case studies delivered online from a leading 
aquaculture publication TheFishSite.com. 

Dr Hazon continued, “A key attraction of the course is that it delivers a professional qualification in sustainable food production 
whilst addressing many of the challenges facing the global aquaculture industry today.”

Further details on the course can be found online at http://biology.st-andrews.ac.uk/aquaculture or by contacting Dr Neil 
Hazon on email: nh1@st-andrews.ac.uk  

Seeing is believing in St Andrews
What is the hidden history of life?  What would you have looked like if you were born 
a member of the opposite sex?  And what do we know about the ups and downs of the 
Earth's temperature and climate in the past?

These questions - and many more - were explored when National Science and 
Engineering Week was celebrated with an interactive festival in St Andrews in 
March.  

University students and staff welcomed visitors to the worlds of psychology, 
science and technology with a series of scientific displays and demonstrations. 

Activities included observing the night sky in the middle of the day, using 
advanced face morphing techniques, examining the records of past climate and 
environmental change and exploring the psychology of everyday life.

As well as ‘Star Gazing’ from the University's Astronomical Observatory visitors 
were given the opportunity to peruse the Bell Pettigrew Natural History Museum, viewing specimens acquired during the heyday 
of the Victorian age.

Other activities during the week included a special lecture on Darwin's Lost World - searching for the hidden history of life by Dr 
Martin Brasier, Professor of Palaeobiology from the University of Oxford. 

The event was part of National Science and Engineering Week – an annual ten-day celebration of science and engineering 
throughout the UK.
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MUSA attracts over 10,000 visitors
The new Museum of the University of St Andrews that showcases many of the previously 
unseen historic artefacts from the University's almost 600 year history has welcomed over 
ten thousand visitors since its opening.

Crime author Ian Rankin, an honorary 
graduate of the University, officially 
opened the building on November 25 
2008.

Treasures such as the University's 
three mediaeval maces, usually seen 
only at graduation ceremonies, are 
exhibited alongside paintings, medals 
and rare books and manuscripts from 
the University’s Special Collections 
department.

Operations and Projects Curator Emma-
Jane McAdam said, “MUSA has already 
received very positive feedback both 
from University staff and students as 
well as external visitors.

 “The museum has also proved very 
popular on Wednesday mornings in 
the winter months when we opened 
specially for the Admissions Open Days.”

A tour of the museum features famous 
figures associated with the University, 
such as former students, staff and 
Rectors. These include the founder of
St Salvator’s College, Bishop Kennedy, 
past Rectors J M Barrie and John Cleese, 
and Olympic champion Chris Hoy.  
As for community events, many of 
the public programmes have been 
fully booked with some being over-
subscribed.

To date, MUSA has run nine weekend 
family events and three community 
events have taken place in the Learning 
Loft with a total of over 450 participants.

Laura Paterson, Learning and Access 
Intern, explained, “Our Walking Tour 
for the Recording Scotland project 
was over-subscribed and people who 
attended the tour have either phoned 
or emailed me to ask if we will do some 
more because they enjoyed it so much! 

“Around 200 participants visited the 
Bell Pettigrew Museum for a handling 

session with skulls 
and events for 
National Science 
and Engineering 
Week were both 
fully booked with 
around thirty 
children – and 
some parents! 
– taking part.” 

Members of staff 
are also working 
hard to try to 
attract interest 
from community 
groups in the 
coming months. 
Throughout May 
and June they are working over a period 
of six weeks with HomeStart East Fife on 
an arts project, work from which they 
hope to display in the Community Case 
in MUSA over the summer holidays.

The Learning and Access team also 
run a community programme through 
the Learning Loft and the Young Artist 
Award (YAA). This year the theme is “My 
MUSA”. 

Rhona Hamilton Learning and Access 
Curator said, “I've recently totalled the 
number of pupils involved in previous 
and upcoming workshops for the YAA 
and we've had almost 400 participants 
in MUSA in just six weeks.  We're still 
receiving enquiries so this number looks 
likely to go up.

“This year we really wanted to increase 
participation by Early Years groups and 
we have significantly increased those 
visitor numbers.”

The Museums and Galleries Studies 
postgraduate course, run through 
the School of Art History, is taught in 
the Learning Loft and students have 
participated in ongoing projects.
Rhona continued, “Trials of a new 

schools’ workshop with pupils from 
Canongate Primary School have been 
hugely successful thanks to the input of 
the MGS students and we’re hoping to 
continue with these.”

MUSA was made possible by a near half 
a million pound grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and a number of private 
donations and grants from trusts and 
foundations in addition to support 
from the University itself.  The funding 
allowed the University to preserve and 
display some of its oldest and most 
significant collections together in one 
location for the first time.

Artefacts on permanent public display 
include a stained glass window by 
Thomas Chalmers from St Salvator's 
College Chapel, college silver, an oil 
painting by Scottish Colourist Samuel 
Peploe, and a set of 70 silver archery 
medals won by students between 1618 
and the 1750s.  

In the summer months MUSA is 
open Monday to Saturday 10am-
5pm, Sunday 12-4pm.  For further 
information visit: 
www.st-andrews.ac.uk/musa/ 
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Darwin 200 in St Andrews
Remarkable connections between the University of St Andrews and Charles Darwin were 
made public during “Darwin Week” in Fe 
 

Correspondence from the University's Special Collections was displayed alongside 
images of plant specimens collected during the Voyage of the Beagle. 
 

The exhibition formed the centrepiece of a series of events at the University 
to mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin.  
 

The collection includes a letter sent by Charles Darwin in October 1844 to James David 
Forbes (1809 - 1868), an eminent Scottish scientist in the field of glaciology. 
 

From 1859, Forbes was Principal of the United College of St Salvator and St Leonard at 
the University of St Andrews.  
 

In the letter Darwin tells Forbes of his observations of parallel lines and the effects of 
glacial ice, and offers to send him specimens of Mexican obsidian. 
 

Academics from across the University gathered for a series of lectures on "Darwin Day" 
to celebrate the bicentennial of Charles Darwin and 150 years of On the Origin of Species, 
one of the most influential books of the 19th Century.
 

Organiser, Valentina Islas, said, "This event at St Andrews brought together some of the 
greatest minds in the University to celebrate and appropriately honour one of Britain's best known and respected scientists. 
 

"We marked this occasion by showing the general public and a new generation of students across academic disciplines how 
Darwin's ideas remain central to contemporary research, within and beyond the biological sciences."

Researchers from the Schools of Biology, Psychology, Divinity, Philosophy, Mathematics and History joined together to discuss 
the relationships between Darwin's ideas and their own investigations in this wide range of subject areas.  

St Andrews pioneers ‘cloud 
computing’ research 
Computer experts at the University of St Andrews are leading the way in 
transforming the way we use IT, by looking to the clouds.

The University has launched a new half million pound research initiative in 
`cloud computing', a new approach in computer services that will transform 
personal and business IT over the next 10 years. 

Cloud computing, which moves IT usage from the desktop to the Internet, 
links hundreds of thousands of computers into a `cloud' of services available 
online. Someone using Hotmail or Gmail rather than a desktop email 
programme is using a cloud service.

Imagine not having to worry about losing emails or hardware crashing.  
Because it delivers services independent of hardware or software, the idea 
offers the opportunity for businesses to save money and reduce risk, and is 
something that computing giants such as Microsoft and IBM are investing in.

A group led by Professor Ian Sommerville at the University's School of 
Computer Science will prototype ideas in this exciting new area of technology.
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Interdisciplinary team awarded major funding
Researchers at the University of St Andrews have secured over £1m funding from the UK Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council.

The new cross-discipline grant involves scientists from the University's School of Physics & Astronomy, the School of Biology, the 
Bute Medical School and the Centre for Biomolecular Sciences.  

Led by St Andrews' scientists Professor Kishan Dholakia, Dr Frank Gunn-Moore, Professor Ifor Samuel and Professor Simon 
Herrington, the team will perform various feasibility studies to drive forward ambitious new projects with the aim of developing 
new biomedical applications such as advanced diagnostic tools and novel imaging techniques.

An ambitious new arts festival for Scottish university students was officially launched at St Andrews last month.

‘On the Rocks’ – a national showcase of the best in comedy, poetry, literature, dance and music – was run entirely by St Andrews’ 
students on a limited budget, with organisers hoping that it will eventually become one of the highlights of the Scottish arts 
calendar.

Hosting a range of performances across a number of venues in the University and town’s historic surroundings, the unique 
event kicked off with a Victorian seaside fair on the University’s mediaeval quadrangle, and culminated with an open-air ceilidh at 
St Andrews Castle.  

A full scale outdoor performance of former University rector J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan provided the dramatic centerpiece to 
the week-long event.  The exciting production, involving a large cast of students and young people from local schools and 
youth groups, took place in the grounds of St Andrews Castle, providing one of the most dramatic backdrops for any piece of 
community theatre ever held in Scotland.

One of the more controversial highlights of the inaugural festival was the first staging of an amateur production of the award-
winning Jerry Springer: The Opera.  Other events include the performance of Much Ado About Nothing in St Mary’s Quadrangle and 
an evening with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra.
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Prestigious award for St Andrews’ Professor
A scientist at the University of St Andrews has been recognised 
as a world leader in his field by the Royal Astronomical Society. 
 

Professor Eric Priest has been awarded The Gold Medal of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, the organisation's highest honour that is 
awarded for lifetime achievement in geophysics, solar physics or 
astronomy to scientists worldwide.   
 

Eric Priest, an academic at the School of Mathematics & Statistics, 
holds the James Gregory and Bishop Wardlaw chairs in the 
Mathematical Institute.  
 

He set up and led for many years the solar theory research group 
which aims to develop in-depth understanding via mathematical 
and computational models of dynamic processes observed on the 
Sun with space satellites.

Professor Priest commented, "This award was a huge surprise to 
me and I regard it very much as a recognition of the achievements 
of the whole team of solar researchers in St Andrews, of which I have been privileged to be a small part, especially Bernard 
Roberts, Alan Hood, Clare Parnell, Thomas Neukirch, Duncan Mackay and Ineke DeMoortel."

Academic awarded for “green” efforts
An academic at the University of 
St Andrews has been named as one 
of Scotland's top 'green champions'. 
 

Professor Jan Bebbington, Director of the 
St Andrews Sustainable Institute, featured 
in the top ten of the first "Scottish Green 
List". 
 

Drawn from nominations by the 
public and developed by The Scottish 
Sustainable Development Forum, the list 
recognises the environmental efforts of 
people throughout the country. 
 

Professor Jan Bebbington is at the 
forefront of research and advocacy 
on accountancy and sustainable 
development, earning her the 9th place 
in the newly published table. 
 

Her work using accountancy tools to track environmental problems is respected across the world and her research has aided 
the University of St Andrews in becoming a leading centre on sustainability. 
 

Professor Bebbington commented, "Awards of this nature are always about the efforts of more than just one person.  Sitting 
behind the recognition of the University of St Andrews as an exemplar of sustainable development is a huge team of people 
including the Principal and her office, the estates team and academics from many different Schools.  Many members of staff at 
the University are using their knowledge and experience to drive forward sustainable development."

Scotland’s first graduates in Sustainable Development with 
Professor Jan Bebbington (right centre). 

Professor Eric Priest being presented with his gold 
medal from the President of the Royal 

Astronomical Society Professor Andy Fabian.
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University named third best in UK
The University of St Andrews has 
achieved its highest ever ranking in a 
national league table.  In a new guide 
out on May 12th, St Andrews has been 
named third best university in the UK, 
behind only Oxford and Cambridge. 

The Guardian University Guide is 
compiled by assessing various aspects 
of university life, from teaching quality 
and staff-student ratios to graduate job 
prospects.  A major component of 
St Andrews success this year is 
continued high levels of student 
satisfaction. St Andrews students 
named their university top in the UK in 
the latest National Student Survey.   

“St Andrews has overtaken The London 
School of Economics and Warwick to 
tuck in behind Oxford and Cambridge,” 
says the Guardian.   “A key ingredient 
in their success was the very high 
satisfaction ratings from their students.” 

Last year St Andrews was placed fifth 
in the Guardian guide, one place down 
from its previous highest ever position 
of fourth in the UK in 2007.   This year, 
St Andrews has cemented its position as 
top in Scotland and a consistent presence 
among the top five UK universities.   

Individual subjects at St Andrews 
performed particularly well in the 
rankings with 13 placed in the top 
five in the UK and 16 judged to be 
top in Scotland.   Computer Sciences 
and Politics are placed 2nd in the 
UK; Chemistry, Classics, Economics, 
Philosophy, Psychology and Religious 
studies & theology are all in 3rd place; 
Business & management studies and 
Geography & environmental studies 
4th, while Biosciences, History of art and 
Mathematics all appear in 5th place. 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor Dr Louise 
Richardson, said, "We are very proud of

 this result.  It is a testament to the 
talent, commitment and hard work of 
every student, teacher and member 
of staff at the University, as well as the 
tradition of academic excellence that 
has long prevailed here."

The guide is available in full online at 
http://education.guardian.co.uk/

universityguide

University pays tribute to “distinguished” former Rector 
The University of 
St Andrews has paid tribute 
to Sir Clement Freud, who 
died in April. 
 

The broadcaster and former Liberal MP 
was elected as the rector of St Andrews 
for a three-year term from 2002-2005. 
 

Sir Clement Freud secured the post 
in October 2002 to succeed journalist 
Andrew Neil as rector of Scotland's 
oldest University. 
 

Mr William Berry, Senior Governor of the 
University Court during the three years 
Sir Clement was rector, said, "I was very 
sad to hear the news of Sir Clement's 
death.  
 

He was a distinguished Lord Rector 
of the University and was most 
conscientious both in representing 
the interests of the students and 
in presiding over meetings of the 
University Court.

 
"The whole University of St Andrews' 
community has reason to be grateful for 
his service to the University."

Sir Clement, who was 78 at the time of 
his appointment, polled more than 50% 
of the votes cast, defeating feminist 
Germaine Greer and a 27 year-old 
postgraduate student, Barry Joss.
In one of the highest rectorial election 
turn-outs a total of 1901 votes were 
cast.  Sir Clement polled 992 votes with 
Ms Greer in second place on 595.  

President of the Students' Association 
Andrew Keenan commented, "Sir 
Clement was a popular and eccentric 
character amongst the student body 
from his arrival in a postal van to the 
end of his three-year term. 
 

"As Rector, he helped many student 
societies with his 'charitable trust' 
including both the student newspaper 
'The Saint' and the student radio station 
Star."
 

Sir Clement, who also completed two 
three-year terms as rector at Dundee 
University from 1974-80, was installed 
by former Chancellor of the University 
Sir Kenneth Dover in February 2003 at 
a ceremony in The Younger Hall.   
 

In November 2005 at the annual 
St Andrew's Day Graduation Ceremony, 
Sir Clement was awarded an honorary 
degree in recognition of his services 
as Rector of the University of 
St Andrews.



Guess where? Answers

1. Entrance to St Salvator’s 
Quadrangle

2. Library Area

Back cover:  Principal, Dr Louise Richardson
Credit: Alan Richardson, Pix-AR

2. College Gate reception

4. South Street 5. The Byre Theatre 6. Centre for Research 
into Ecological and 
Environmental Modelling

7. David Russell Hall 8. Bute Medical School bike 
shelter

9. Scottish Oceans Institute
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